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Right Honourable 
HENEAGE FINCH, 


Earl of V. inchelſea, | Viſcount | Maidſtone, 
Baron Fitzherbert of Eaſtwell, in me 


County of Kent. 


HE Eſay I have the Honour 
Fre preſent Tour Lordſhip 
bas this happy Introduction, 
that its Subject is acceptable 
The Performance, ſo much inferior, has 
nothing to plead but the Candor of a 
 Mecznas, whoſe Amuſements are Manly. 
It is eaſier for noble Minds to paſs by 
Defects, than for better-appointed Au- 
thors than my ſelf to avoid them. 
ED 5 That 
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DEDICATION, 


That I appear after Leland, Cam- 
den, aud other the Revivers of the Ro- 
man Greatneſs, will not, by your Lord- 


[Þip, be e eee 4 Proſionption, when I 


am foun 


chargeable with na more than 
Imitation and Subſerwvience to their ela- 
borate and invaluable Work +» Mr. Cam- 
den, like Moles, ſaw the Land, and tho 

be arrived not at the pe 7 Reward of 
his Labour, yet ſhewwe Poſterity the 
Way, and tqught them to poſſeſs it. Sin- 
gle as he flood, with the Support of 


Leland's Staff, he made his Way through 


Darkneſs and Rubbiſh. The Fruit of 
his Searches awas prodigious, more than 


could be expected from the Diligence and 


Sagacity of any but himſelf. 'The ſmall 


Remains of Hiſtory that eſcaped the bru- 
tiſh Fury of the Danes, callected, and 
miſplaced, when Learning Was at the 
lonweſt Ebb, Were the Materials our Great 
Man bad. 

It is but 75 ice ta his Memory, and 
far from an Aﬀeront, to purſue his Dif: - 


coveries, tho with umequal Steps, It is 


tay k rf ming the Will 8 the * 


a * 
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DEDICATION, 

to ſet his Piece in an advantageous Light. 
This, with an Extream of Modeſty, he has 
wiſhed ; and, tis a Proof of his tran- 


ſcending Merit, that he runs not into the 


# 


"oplgar Note of commanding Applauſe, 


where He, of all, bas the beſt, if not the 
only Title to it. : PE Os 

Dur Lordſhip will forgive me, in this 
Place, tranſgreſſing Rules of a Dedica- 
tion, in order to give an Inſtance how 
near Mr. Camden ſteered to his deſirod 
Truth; and how, when be juſt miſſed 
his Point, he has directed us to hit it; 
and I can't give it on the Side of a re- 


ſpetiful Treatment of this great Author, 


£ 


that awe chooſe to write, rather than to 
travel after him, He took a Hint from 
the Notitia Imperii, that Warwick auas 


the Præſidium, and the Station of tbe 


Dalmatian Horſe: And glad would he 


have been to have fixed here a Metropo- 
lis and Place of Arms, ſo ſuitable to the 
Roman Genius: Net, leaning a little 
awry, fell into an erroneous Interſeftion 


of the tawo Military Ways at High-Crols, 


where are neither Remains, nor Diſtance, - 
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DEDICATION. 
to countenance his Scheme; at the ſame 
Time leaving the true Bennones War- 
wick not ſo much. as a Place in the Iti- 
nerary, and Nine Miles from the Military 
Way : This later Writers, looking only at 
his Steps, haus followed till the Error 
Has been eſtabliſhed, and, at the Expence 
of a noble Antiquary, confirmed to future 
Ages. et SE | 

I need not make you, Lordſhip an 
Excuſe for the niceſt Enquiry into what 
the Romans left us, ſince your Lordſhip 
is perſwaded nothing they did was tri- 
fling ; and ſince the Time of their Ace- 
quaintance and Settlement here awas in 
the Meridian Glory of their Arts and 
Arms. T heirs 1s the Standard and Rule 
of Excellence. Tully is ſtill the Pattern 
of perſavaſide Eloquence, and Purity of 
Language. Without Roman Graces, - Hi- 
ſtory will be flat and taſteleſs, and dege- 
nerate to fulſome Praiſe of our ſelves, or 
our Patrons: T he generous Uſe of it will 
be loſt, which is ſetting before the pre- 
ſent Age the Virtues of the former, or- 

thy Imitation, and expoſing the Contempt 
in 


—— - 


* P 
A bet rh V2 a 
2 


— 


— 2 

a 

"a — _ _ _ 
4 


- 
18 
+l 
"I 

a 
ay 
. 
. . 
io 
85 
1 
5 
EF 
7 


— - Pe ren 


DUE DIC ATI O N 
iu \which Self- Love and Ambition ex- 
pire: This noble Deſign is at an End, 

en its Spirit is ſoſtned into Flattery 
and Novel. Horace muſt ſtand for a 
longer Series of Tears, ftill the Fudge of 
Poetry, or we fall into Farce and ridicu- 
lous Indecencies. In Shakeſpear Nature 
ſeemed to wie with Art, and to ou 
out a Genius above the Want of Rules ; 
and yet, when the Uſe of the Compaſs 
was before Him, tis Pity be ſailed awith- 
3 1 . 
Cxæſar is yet the Maſter in Arms: 
What is there but Mining and Counter- 
mining added to his Model? The Ro- 
man Choice of Ground to encamp on; their 
Mays of Communication for Marching, 
and Intelligence; their ciwilixing the Pro- 
winces they made; their Humane Treat- 
ment of the Vanquiſhed, rather as Allies, 
than Slaves, Britain has to boaſt of. © 
It is not, my Lord, from a Fondneſs 
of Innovation, I propoſe the following 
Explication of Antoninus: The Building 
Will 0 and then tis no Fault to 
take it down. My Method, ſo far as I 


have 


DEDICATION. 
have gone, leaves every Figure of the Itis 
neraty as wwe find it in the moſt correts 
Editions: And if I do fail in the Under- 
taking, that fingle Confederation will, I 
am aſſured, — a favourable C enſure 


#pon, 


My LORD, 


Your Lordſhip's moſt Obliged, 


and moſt | Obedient Servant; 
Biſhops Stort= 
ford. | 


i | Ie 
5 


SURVER 


Roman ANTIQUITIES 


In ſome of the 


Midland CouNTIE ES, Sc. 


HE Imperial Trinerary,, under the 
1 5 8 e Name of Antoninus, has paſſed many 
EY Years for an erroneous Piece, from 
TX | > the Blunders of thoſe that copied it. 
Nothing has been more found fault 
with than its Figures, and indeed nothing with 
leſs Reaſon, ſo far as it has been in my way te 
trace them. Since a Painter or Poet ate under 
no Force, they are juſtly reprimanded for a de- 
fective Performance. 
He that will be at the Pains to compare our 
Preſent Computed Miles, with thoſe of the Text, 
B may, 
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T 2 1 
may, I believe, through the and, find a pretty 
punctual Agreement, and ſce Reaſon to 23 
them as ſet by the Romans. This is liable to an 
Objection, that even the Roman Miles agree not 
in Meaſure with one another: And it's true, that 
from Londinium to Sulliontaca, or from the ſame 
to Durolitum, they conſiſt of fewer Paces than 
when we get a few Stations lower. 
I am not able to aſlign a Reaſon for this: Nor 
is any Body elſe, 1 believe, willing to tell us 
how this Difference came about, ſuppoſing the 
Computation to be any other than Roman. Their 
firſt Footing was in Kent, and they extei. ded 
themſelves about the Thames: Theſe Stages were 
therefore firſt fixed; and if they had a Mind af- 
terwards to make their Soldiers do a better Day's 
Work, by increaſing the Value, rather than 
Number of Miles, we have room but to gueſs. 
A Third Rate Ship may be built as big as a Second 
was heretofore, and a Convenience found by 
the Contriver. The ſmall Variation I have ob- 
ſerv'd between the Stationary Miles and the pre- 
ſent Computed ones, is, that the latter are ſhorter, 
If we would reduce ours to an Tralick Standard, 
we ſhall find them agree no where at all, except 
about the firſt Settlements the Romans made. 
The moſt conſiderable of their Roads are, by 
the Confeſſors Law, de Pace quatuor Chemino- 
rum, reducd to Four, excluding the' Vicinal 
and Correipondent ones: And indeed there muſt 
be ſome other excluded of greater Conſequence 
than the Vicinal, or we cannot account for 
the Twelfth, Thirtcenth, and Fourtcenth 5 
2 1 e 


The Names of the other are loſt; nor had the 
| preſent Four perhaps been remember d till this 
Time, but for the Privilege the Law gave them. 


given by the Saxons, from its remarkable Wind- 


account for Ovef-meaſure. 
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Except one or two, thoſe we know, have Saxon 
Appellations. None of Anfonm?'s Journeys men- 
tion the Road, but the Stations only; nor per- 
haps had they for them all, more than general 
Names, as Proconſular, Military, and Pre- 
torian. 

This of Watlmg ſeems to have had its Name 


ings, in Contra-diſtin&ion to the other Three that 
are direct. In Kent, and fome other Countries, 
Hurdles made of Offer, or Willows woven be- 
tween Stakes, arc called Wattles. One that has 
an uneven Gate, is ſaid to Waddlte, as a Duck. 
If Etymology wil! not carry us through, Experi- 
ment will. Let the Number of Stationary Miles 
between London and Meſt Cheſter, be compared 
with the Computed or Poſt- Miles, and the In- 
creaſe of Fitty-five in the former, will put the 
Thing beyond Diſpute. That reducing them to 
the 1ralick Standard will not be of any Advan- 
tage to the direct Scheme, is plain, from what has 
been already urged, that the confeſs d Stations are 
according to the computed Kind; and from the 
Number of Fifty-five being too great a Bulk to 
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Beſides, all Authority has carried this Street 
through Montgomery. ſhire, and fixed Mediolanum 
there, which has at once overturned its Di- 
rection. 


B 2 Before 


. AA CARCASS ES GE Ee Gar ni ee AE itt 2 . ; £ Fic : mare Fe 


— 
—— 


R "cola dn 0 n 
oy — — — 
— —— — . 


E * oo 
2 x. 
ym 
_— 


* 
* 22 K 
— —— = — — 


— 
—— V— 
— CY 


— yo 
—— 
— 


— 


— 
—ñ — — 


* 
* 7 _—_ 
. 
th EET. ou on 3h 
—- 3 DU * wt © mY 
* . * . — 
-r 
_ — — r — — -—_- 
. - 


| 
a 16 
0 
| 


— — — by - — — —- 40: — — 
— — — — — — — eg 


a1. 


Before 1 lay 2 new Foundation, it will be 
expected l ſhew where the preſent is defective. 
This 1 undertake, upon the Second, the Sixth, 
and the Eighth Journey of Antonme. I go to- 
wards Londinium, in the Second Journey, and re- 


turn to the Prefs, dium, by the Sixth. The Or. 


der where 1 begin, is thus. 


Mancunio xm Mancheſter. 
Condate M. P. 18 Congleton. 
Deva ———— 20 Cheſter, 
| Bovit ——— —10 Banchor, 
Mediolano — —0 | 
Rutunio ——— — 12 
Uriocontio M. P. 11 
Uæacona | 11 
Pennocrucio — 12 Tp 
Etoceto — 12 
Manducſſedo - 16 
12 
Benna venna . — 17 
Lac todoro X12 
Magiovinio ———;7 
Durocobriuæ — —12 
Verulamio ———— — 1.2 YVerulam. 


Sulloniacts —————— og Brockley-Hills. 
TLondinio — 12 Lond. trans Tames, 


To the firſt Four I have no Objection, but am 
forced to bring them in, becauſe I ſhall want 


Condate for a Witneſs, to prove Mediolanum 
where I have placed it. 


Mediolanum 


* * * W V 


[$7 
Mediolanum has been made Mat hra val and 


2 and Meivod in Montgomery ire. 
At none of theſe Places are any Roman Re- 


mains; nor do I find Erymology goes farther to 
aſcertain it than Fair Fields, which may ſerve al- 


moſt any where elſe as well. Diſtance, it's true, 
agrees with Banchor ; but then it will not agree 

with Condate, which is a Deciſion of the Cauſe. 
Nautunium has paſſed for Rowton in Shrop- 

ſhire, chiefly for Similitude of Sound. Etymo- 


logy proves no more than that it's a Town upon 


the ſtrait Road, which will never determine 


this to be the Place; nor have I heard of Coins 
or Camp here, Diſtance only ſerves the Purpoſe 


from Meivod and Mroxeter; but if Mediolanum 
itſelf muſt be placed elſewhere, Roumon can 
have no Countenance from thence. 'Tis a Civil- 


Law Rule, Nemo plus juris ad allum trancferre 


N quam ipſe habet. 


Urioconium goes for Wroxeter, as if it had its 


Name from Hreken, the famous Hill near it; 


but muſt be ſet aſide as Urzocontum, if Meivod 


and Routon cannot be brought to ſupport it. 


There are unqueſtionably Remains here, and a 
Military Way leading to and from ft. It is a Sta- 


tion, but, I preſume, by another Name, which 
ſhall be given in its Order, 


 Unxacona has been eſteemed Okengate, in 


Shropſhire, but lies low, and has no Remains. 
Tis famous for Coal-pits, Some have made it 


Newport, and ſome Aqualet thereabouts. The 


| Britiſh can make no more of it, than the Town 
pon the Late, or Broad Wafer. It ſtands, tis 


true, 
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true, upon a Military Way to Wroxeter,. but the 
Diſtance preſcribed from it to Mroxeter, will not 


anſwer, for 'tis ſcarce five Miles, and the Co. 


piers muſt have blunder'd egregiouſly to make it 
eleven. Beſides, it's out of the Deſign of a Sta- 
tion to lie ſo near, unleſs ſome greater Advan- 
tage recommended it, than is to be found there. 
The Derivation from Quernæ Portulæ, makes 
nothing out. 

Pennocrucium is next, which paſs d forPenkridee 
In Staffordſhire. The Temptation was the kin- 
dred Sound. This Vill is denominated from 
the River Penk, to which Rzdze being added, 
would make it have a Roman Sound, if any 
Ridge or Agger were there: But it ſtands two 
Miles off the Jzreef, as the Military Way leading 
through great Part of this County to Mroxeter, is 
conſtantly called. It has been alſo placed at 


Stretton, hard by Penkridge, and the Diſtance from 


Wall to either of theſe Places, is not much amiſs, 
if they ſtood on the Street, had Advantage of 


Ground, Remains of a Camp, or Coins about 
them. The four Croſſes upon the Street have 


been brought alſo for Pennocrucium. Theſe are 
upon a Flat, and four or five Miles nearer Wall 
than the Itinerary will admit. Pains have been 
taken to reduce this Pennocrucium to the Britiſh, 
ſignifying, Ad Caput Grucii Amnis : And this 
Name of Grucius is laid to be more ancient for 
the River, than that of Penk. But, admitting 
that, the ſame Objections of want of Military 
Way and Diſtance from the Stage next beyond 


ic in the Itinerary, ſtand good. The ficſt Part 
of 
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of the Word Pen, which ſignifies Head, I hope 
very well to account for where I fix it. 
Next in order we come to Arocetum, which 


ſome will countenance us in reading Letocetum. 
It hath been Nroxiter, and now Wall and Che. 
fterfield, within a Mile of Litchfield, For the 
firſt it is interpreted, Faux Amnis, ſtanding upon 
the Confluence of the Dove and the Teyne. 
There is no Pretence of Military Way from 
Penkridge to Utoxiter, that I know of, nor from 


Utoxiter to Manceter ; nor have I heard of Coins 


or Camp there. Beſides, as I have taken the Li- 
berty to ſet Penkridge aſide, 1 muſt do ſo by Man. 
ceter, when I come to it. 

Wall, beyond doubt, was a Station, and upon 
the Military Way : Its Coins and other Remains 


 thew it ſufficiently ſuch. Yet it cannot be Eto- 


cetum for want, firſt, of Pennocrucium to anſwer 
it; next, for want of Mandueſſedum. Admitting 
the Reading of Erecetum from Ravennas, or of 
Lectocetum from the ſame Author, we ſhall find 
it an hard Task to bring it into Licer-field : And 
if we could, we ſhould find it in the Roman 
Time but an ignoble Place; and that it was 
owing to Wall, that it was any thing. The firſt 


mention that is made of Lzfchfield, is upon ac- | 


count of a Number of Chriſtians martyr'd there, 


in the Diocleſian Perſecution. The Name is in- 


terpreted by Rows, the Antiquary of Warwick, a 


Field of Carcaſſes, as Mr. Camden obſerves, 


The Country was Wood and Foreſt thereabouts, 
and continues ſo ſtill on one Side. Can Moo 


Is a vaſt Wild; and a Chace yet remains at A/- 
derwways. 
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. derways. St. Ceada or Chad laid the Foundation 


of the Greatneſs of this See. It was once a Place 
ſo inconſiderable, that the Biſhop in 1075. re- 
moved his See to. Cheſter, and his Succeſſor 
brought it back to Coventry. 

Ety mology will here be of no uſe on either 
ſide the Queſtion, the Name being entirely Ar- 
bitrary, and ſuch as has been given to abundance 
of Places where Fortifications have been. Che- 
ſterfield, on the other Side the ys may have 
been a Part of it. 8 

Mandueſſedo is ſuppoſed to be Manceter in 
W arwick ſpire, near Atherſion, on the Street- 
Road, as it is called, between High-croſs and 
Litchfield. The Original of the Brizifh Name is 


thought to be a Word in that Language expreſling 


Stone, becauſe there is a Quarry here; and ſo 
perhaps it may: but I humbly conceive it has no 
Title to Mandueſſedum. It is al ſo from the Welſh 

made Patrie Sedes ; but that will determine no- 
thing. Here is no Trace of Fortification, nor any 


Ground fir for it. Coins, it's true, have been fre- 


quently found here, which I have no Objection 
to, becauſe O/dbury, a Mile from hence, I hope 
to prove a Station, but by another Name, and 
another Way of coming at it. Its called by 
ſome a Quadrangular Fort, from whence the chief 
Countenance Manceter had as a Station, came 
but a full Mile from the Street, which cannot be 
admitted, if we were to make the Direction to- 
wards High croſs. 
The next is Venonis, or rather Bennonis High- 
6 or C * This lies direct from Man- 
ceter 


fol. 


ceter towards * upon What is called the 


Street-Road. Moſt certainly High croſs ſtands 
upon the Foſſe ; but that the Foſſe here hath an 


Interſetion with the Watlmp-ſtreet, 1 cannot be 
perſuaded from any Proofs hitherto given. Ben- 
nonit, where- ever it ſtands, has been a Place of 


Conſequence. The Character it has botne would 


indeed make one look ſomewhere elle for it 


than here, where little of Remains is to be found, 


but by the Help of Imagination. Mr. Baxter 


makes it to have been the Reſidence of the fa- 
mous Praſutagus, the Head of the Britannia | 


Secunda, and indeed of the Ifland Et 
youu ad hunc uſque diem perduret fama, Urbem 
anc fuiſſe olim Senatu nobilem, atque imperio po- 
tentem, quod & Camdenus memorat. This is 


much too Grand for any thing to be traced here. 


This Deſcription might ſuit Yerulam or Lincoln. 


But one would not look for it at T/ſington. The 


Coins found hereabout are, accounted for by the 


| Foſſe, tho we ſuppoſe not the Watling here. 


Thoſe lately found at Letterworth may be from 
the At pra of the Foſſe, as well as thoſe 


of Moncks. Kirkb 


High-croſs = within the County of Lei- 
ceſter, upon that Street, which divides it from Mar- 
wickſhire. A Tumulus or two, not at all won- 
derful upon the Foſſe, give the chief Credit to 
the Reputation of this Place. And Cloudeſley 


Buſs comes in for a Share of the Honour, as if 


named from. ſome Commander Claudius. And 


ſo perhaps it, may, but that is not Proof enough 


of a en. 
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Here is a Croſs upon four Doric Pillars, an- 
ſwering the four Roads, with the following 
Lines : | e 50qu) 


Vicinarum provinciarum Vervicenſis 
Scilicet & Leiceſttenſis ornamenta 
Proceres Patriciique auſpiciis 
IHuſtriſſimi Baſilii Comitis e 
Denbigh hanc Columnam ftatuendam 
.. Curaverunt in gratam pariter : 
Et perpetuam memoriam Jani tandem 
A ſereniſſima Anna clauſe, | 


A. D. 1712. 


On the other Side; 


r Si veterum Romanorum vęſtigia 
Quæras hic cernas, Viator. Hic enim 
Celeberrimæ illorum Vie militarrs | 
Seſe mutuo ſerantes, ad extremos uſque 
Britanniæ Aimites procurrunt, hie 
Stativa ſua habuerunt Vennones, & ad 
Primum abhinc Lapidem Caſtra fua | 
Ad Stratam & ad Foſſam Tumulum 
Claudius quadem Cohortis præ fectus 
Habuiſſe videtur. U 


Two Objections to this are concealed conſtant- 
ly. The ficſt, that this Place is but eight Miles 
from Manceter, whereas it ſhould be twelve, 
ſuppoſing Manceter the Mandueſſedum : The ſe- 
cond, that it's no farther diſtant from "Leiceſter, 
which confeſſedly is Roman, from whence it 
8 6 | „ : ſhould 
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ſhould be twelve. Muſt the Copiers of the Li. 
nerary be anſwerable for this? And have they 
erred on this Hand and that, both at once? 
What will the numbering of Miles do us good, 
if this Liberty and Property take Place ? Theſe 
Numbers are the Support and Guard of Truth, 

And if we will ſet them aſide, we have one 
thing to conſider, that the Sum Total at Top 
agrees pretty well with the Particulars. The 
Blunders of a Scribe might be that way diſco- 
ver d; for tis not to be ſuppoſed they caſt up the 
Accompt always when they copied it. And if 
they did, they had that Way of correcting them- 
ſelves. Mr. Camden is not ſo poſitive in this 
- Point as his Followers, who have nothing but his 
Authority to be ſanguine upon. He confeſſes, 


the neighbouring Inhabitants informed him the 


Roads croſſed one another here. And which of 
the Inhabitants knew ſo well as himſelf > But 
his exceſſive Modeſty is without a Parallel, In 
this Place, ſaid they, ſtood a flouriſhing City 
but he. 1pſe periere Ruinæ. As for the 
Foundations of ſquare Stones, and Roman Coins, 
the Neighbourhood of the Foſſe, as 1 obſerved, 
makes it no Wonder. 

Mr. Camden did not find the Scent good 
enough to triumph upon. This made him, as it 
ſhould other great Authors, tender how they 
Challenge without ſufficient Grounds. The Uſe 
of it, he knew, was to call the Inquiſitive, and 
the Diligent to try what Advances they could 
make upon a flight Encouragement, His Heart 
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Was elfewhere for a Caput Inſulæ, but not having 
fixed it better, he took up, as a Wanderer, here. 


Next in order is Benna venna, called Meedon 
in Northampton ſbire. firſt by Camden, then by 
every Body ſince. This the Diſtance from High- 


croſs and Stony- Stratford drew him into. A 


Military Way paſſing here, too, confirmed him. 
And Etymology from the Head of the Nen, once 


called Aufona, as Pennaufona corrupted to Ben- 


na venna, weighed farther with him ſtill. Tho 
Pen in Britiſh be the Head, it no where, 1 be- 
lieve, can ſignify a Fountain, and in that Senſe 


the Head of a River, Their chief Mountains 
have the Addition of Pen to know them by, as 


Penmenmaur in North Wales, Penal: in Lanca- 
ſhare, which allude to the Head of a Man over- 
topping the reſt of the Hill. For it was frequent 
with them to diſtinguiſh their Mountains by the 
Similitude they bore to the ſeveral Parts of a 
Human Body, as Bald. pate, Mouth, Arm, Leg, 
Foot, &c. But I have not found Pen bor the 


Source of a Stream. 


I don't find any Roman Remains here, any 
Camp, or indeed Ground fit to look for one up- 
on. For Coins, its no Wonder, becauſe there 
was, I preſume, a Station two Miles off. That 
of Caſtle Dies I cannot think Roman; and it is 
a Mile off the Street: Bur if it were upon the 
Street, it were of no Uſe to them that had ano- 
ther conteſſedly ſo, within two Miles. There 
ſeems to be nothing at Meedon, except Coins, 
buf what is owing to the Saxons, whoſe King, 


** of Mercia, had here a Place of Reſi- 


dence. 


dence. The preſent Veſtgig of Fortification, if they 


421 


are ſuch, may be Saxon Work. They may have 
encloſed the old Town, and during the Heptar- 


chy, we cant think any Place, eſpecially one no 


better fortify'd by Nature than this, ſafe to ſleep 
in without Works: as. conſiderable as theſe. ever 


were. Neither will Diſtance hold here. Meedon, 


if all Things clſe anſwered, could not be ad- 
mitted Twelve Miles from Szratford either Old 
or New; and therefore it will be found no In- 
jury to ſet it aſide for another that ſhews Situa- 
tion, Diſtance, and Remains. 

Lattorodum, or Lactodorum, is next in the 


Itinerary after Bennavenna. This was a long 


Time eſteemed Stony - Stratford, in Buckingham- 


ſhire, and lately Old. Stratford, on the Northamps 


Fonſhire Side the River. Etymology helps us to 
Trajectus, and where- ever we find Lattorodum, it 
mult be upon the Ford of the Ouſe. Coins have 


been found hereabouts, which 1 can allow from 


its Neighbourhood to the Trajectus, tho it was 
not juſt here. Whatever has been ſaid of Strat- 
ford, either Old or New, it is wonderful all the 


World ſhould have ſo contentedly taken up with 


it as a Station, when there is not an Inch of 
Ground fit to encamp on. Here is none but low 
moiſt Ground, nor are there any Hints or Traces of 
a fortified Place, nor indeed any Thing to be ſaid 


for it, but Diſtance and Coins. And here I take 


leave to correct my ſelf, having gone with the 
common Cry, perſuaded by Coins and Diſtance 
it was the Place, having never cxamin'd the Un- 
ack of the Ground, Mr. Baxter would fix 

this 
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this Station at Newport Pagnell; Nava Porta, 
ſeeming always, to Him, to have ſomething 
Roman it it Thus he places Uxacona near Neu- 
port in Shropſhire, — what is latent in the 
Name: And that Name doth expreſs a Military 
Way, commonly called a Port- Way. This will 
by no means diſagree with my Scheme, to bring 
the Street by Newport: There would I have it go, 
tho not owning Newport the Station. And 
Mr. Camden had found ſome Author that took 
Bedford for Lactorodum. It is enough, m 
no body has yet produced a Camp, or pr 
Spot for a Camp, at either Stratford, and 1 
ſuch is to be found in a neighbouring Vill. 
Magiovinium, or Magintum, has been taken 
for Dunſtable. The Diſtance agrees well from 
Stratford, but neither here are any Remains. 
Maiden Bower or Madning Bower, the only Place 
to be truſted to, a Mile from the Town, has not 
the Air of Roman, but Britiſbh only. The Coun - 
try was cleared of Woods, and the Ground le- 
velled hereabouts to make a Road for Travellers, 
as lately as Abbot Leofſtan; no Sign the Romans 
had made their Prætorian Way here. Nor could 
they come at Water for their Uſe, except the 
ty Water of the Strect-Ponds, without Wells, 
of ſuch Depth as we have not known them ule ; 
But this is more at large in the firſt Part of Ro. 
man Stations in Britain. = 
Duarocobriuæ has the next Place, "which an- 
Avers not to Diſtance, for - it's but Ten, and 
ſhould be Twelve, from Verulam. Hence muſt 
be a Diverticuluns of Twelve Milcs to the Right 
or. 


e _ ry 


[15] 
or Left. Hertford and Berkamfted, have been 
in their Turns choſen. A/ſpwel/ was once 
thought of by Mr. Camden, and Redborn, but 
the Numbers will not fuit either of theſe laſt. 
Mr. Baxter is for Woburn, which has no better 
Pretence than the other two. Hertford has 
nothing about it of a Face higher than the 
Saxon Times. It ſtands too upon the Ermme- 
Street, between two Stations, which would 
have made it, if a Station, uſeleſs. Berkamſted's . 
Remains are Saxon or Norman, nothing but a 
Caſtle built by them, and afterwards a little en- 
larged: Not big enough, nor well enough ſitu- 
ated, for a Roman Camp: And which lies be- 
low a Hill, which Hill would have been the Spot 

| the Romans would have made choice of, if 
ever they had ſettled there. This lies too within 

Four Miles of Tring, upon the Ikening-Street, 
where there is proper Ground for a Camp, if they 
had an Inclination to ſettle themſelves hereabouts: 
Of this enough has been ſaid in the former Part 
of Roman Stations. 

Verulam is acknowledg d, 20 from thence Sul. 
loniaca, a Derivative, as l preſume, of Salenæ upon 
Brockly Hills, and a Part of Sbenley, whence 1 
would carry the Watlmp-Street in the Courſe 
that hath always been aflign'd to it. . 

I keep Company with others that go the 
Watling-Street from Mancheſter to Congleton, 
thence to Weſt-Cheſter, and ſo to Banchor the 
Roman Bontum. This City ſtood, as it is de- 
liver d to us, on both Sides the Dee; a Gate 
both on the Engliſh and Welſh Side yet remain» 

ing, 
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ing. The next Station, according to Antoninus, 
is Mediolanum, Twenty Miles from Bonium. 


Inſtead of Meivod in Montgomery ſbire, I go to 


Knightly in Staffordſhire, Six Miles off Stafford, 
the County Town, and Three from Eccleſpall, the 
Biſhop of Lzitchfield's Seat; the Diſtance agreeing 
with . Much will not be expected from 
Etymology here, when it is remember'd, that 
Milan in Lombardy, and other Places of the 
fame Name, have not yet their Original diſco- 
vered. The Appellation is Arbitrary ; if Relation 
to any Thing be expreſſed in it, that muſt be to 
Situation: If it be placed at equal Diſtance from 
two Seas, or two Garriſons, or rather between 
three or four, one may think to have got its 
Meaning. There may have been ſo many Occa- 
ſions of the Name, that unleſs its ſtanding upon 
the falling in of two Military Roads, as I think 
it docs, with Stations almoſt round it, will pals, 
I deſpair of finding its Source. 

The Modern Name given it by the Saxons 
ſcems to carry with it the Poſſeſſion of a Knight : 
It was firſt written Cnuchtelei, then Knyhtelei, 
then Knightly, lis true, the Original Meaning 
of Knight was with them no more than a Ser- 
vant, a young Man, a Diſciple: Thoſe of our 
Saviour, in their Tranſlation, are called Leornung 
Cnybts. Let the Appellation grew honourable 
at length, and King Alfred knighted his Grand- 
ſon Athbelſtan, which is the firſt we hear of Dub- 
bing. Amongſt the Normans the Word ex- 
preſſed Service, but then it was of the beſt ſort; 
ſuch as attending upon the King's Perſon, and 
following 


174 17 95 
; following him in bis Wars. Then Military Sox- 
vice, and Military Tenure, were highly eſteem- 
0 ed, and the Term uſed by way of Contra · diſtine- 
tion from Vilè and Mercenary. We find, in 
c many Places, Roman Towns keeping ſtill a 
5 Precedency above others. They were afterwards 
| the Reſidence of Saxon Kings, «or Great Men, 
| and give Name to Hundreds, Deanties, and were 
: | the Heads of Civil Dioceſe, as well as Eceleſi- 
aſtical. The moſt Honourable and Paramount 
Manors arc, a great many of them, Ancient 
Demeſne, ſuch as we can trace in the Crown, 
as far as our Hiſtories reach: And Knizhtly is, 
| - 85 Engliſh, expreſſive of ſmathing above 
ulgar. 
The Foundation upon which I go to fix Me: 
| diolanum, at Knightly, is, firſt, Diſtance, then Re- 
mains. The Diſtance is from Condate Eighteen 
| Miles, as WE find in the Tenth e, 


85 i A M. 
C.eam date — 18. 
5 5 Mediolano - — 18. 


Much canvaſſing there has been to ſet this 
Condate aſide, becauſe Mediolanum would not 
agree with it. For, place Mediolanum in Mont- 
gomery- ſhire, and Diſtance will not do with the 
other. Therefore has Condate been ſent about 
like a Vagrant with many a Paſs: To Lough- 
borough in Leiceſterſhire; to Consby in Northum- 
berland, as derived from Condatesby ; to Perce- 
E _—_ upon the Tees in the Biſpopricł. At this laſt 
D Place, 
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Place, an Inſcription of an Altar beginning 
with Cundati, lately dug up, is thought conclu- 
five. I believe ſo much Streſs had not been laid 
upon this new Evidence, but that there was no 
Place allow'd for Condate hereabouts, which muſt 
be, or we break in- upon the Second and Tenth 
Tter, which -ar@ our Standard, and not to be for- 
ſaken for every new Fancy. 

Why may not Mabomet go to the Mountain ? 
Why is not Mediolanum as moveable as Condate 2 
If we try that Way, and ſet it here at Knghtly, 
it will anſwer to Bonium and Condate both, 
which is impoſſible in any other Situation. It 
will be found allo to anſwer to Ratunium, where 
I place that Station. As to Military Roads, 
we find two coming up to Knzghtly : The one 
from Condate, as in the Tenth Journey from 
Mancheſter to Kniehtly, through Condate. It 
leads through Staffordſire not far from New- 
caſtle, and points upon Eccleſball. The Di- 
rection is broke, by carrying the preſent 
Road through that Town: But as ſoon as we 
are got through it; up the Hill, we find the 
Traces of the old one, into which the new winds. 
We have two Miles farther another Deflection 
to the Right, which is the common Way to 
Newport ; but ours keeps ſtraight by a Water 
of about Three Acres, called Rum Pool, to 
N and this is the Military Way 

Dr. Plot had obſerved about Wootton, which he 
called a Vicinal one, but did not trace farther, 
becauſe he had no Station here to bring it to: 


Vet is He very — the Work was Roman, 
which 


L 19 1 
which is eaſily enough diſtinguiſhable from all 
Roads but thoſe made by Turnpikes. 


The Hill contains in all about Fifty 23 
the greateſt Part, as uſual, in Camps facing 


the South-Eaſt Sun: On three Sides is Moory» 


Ground; and in one Place, which is a Lane, the 


Ground is raiſed: above the Moors for two or 


three Hundred Yards, which may have been the 
Vallum. On the Land Side of 'this Hill, from 
the Foot of it North-Eaſt, and towards Knizhtly- 
Hall, ſcem to have been many Buildings. The 
Hill its (elf has been built upon, perhaps all 
over, and ſeems to have been one of their Hi- 
berna, and a City, from the Track of Ground 


_upon which they daily plough up Foundations. 
There are now to be ſeen around this Hill, upon 


the Edge of the Moors, large and ſmall Stones 
rolled down when the Plough ſtruck upon them: 
Some arc bigger than a Man can ftir, and it 
would ſurprize one to ſce them here, if this 
Account were not to be allowed of it : There 
is no Quarry within a Mile of the Place ; all arc 
ploughed up ſingle, and not continued from a 
Rock. In the Flat, a Quarter of a Mile off, they 
break now, in ſome Grounds, two or three 
Ploughs in a Day : Coins 1 have not heard of 
here. The Name of the Place is Hob- Hill, a 
Word uſed in that Country to fright their Chil- 
dren. There is nothing more common than 
Stories of Spectres and ludicrous Demons, where 

old Towns or Monaſteries have ſtood. 
This appearing of Foundation Stones under 
the. Plough, Twelve Hundred Years after the Ro- 
D'3 : mans 
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”"— lefr the INand, ſhews that the Rains upon 
the Hills wear away the Ground a little ; as is 


alſo to be obſery'd from the Waters carrying off 
a Part of the Soil from the Arable, by which it 


is diſcoloured, This, if there wanted any, is an 
Argument againſt the Eternity of the World ; for 
by this Time we ſhould have had no Mountains 
at all by the levelling Property of the Rain. 
From hence leads a broad Military Way thro' 


' Newport in Shropſhire, to Wroxetey on the 


Severn Side, under the Wreking. Nova Porta, 
and Portway, carry generally ſomething Roman 
in them. So confident is Mr. Baxter of this, 


that He is for placing the Station Uxacona near: 


Newport, at Aqualet, or thereabouts, truſting to 
the Name, without looking for Remains, or a 
proper Situation, This New, faith He, ſuppoſes 
ſomething Older; and yet New ſometimes is 
found to the preſent Age amongſt the Eldeſt, as 
Net. Collzge Oxford. The Port is the Thing 


that determined him, as it has done again at 


Newport-Pagnel in Bucks, whither He is in- 
elined to bring Lactorodum. How that is con- 
ſiſtent with Magrovinium for Dunſtable, and with 
Diſtance from Bennavenna, I cannot ſee. 

If we were to look for Ground to encamp on 
about Aqualet, or Forton Mere, it muſt be upon 


the Place where the Firs once grew in great 


Plenty : But that will not anſwer to any of the 
three Standards, Etymology, Diſtance, or Re- 
mains. 


The Uſe IJ would make of Nova Porta, both 


here and at Newport- * is, that they are 
Towns 


* 
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Towns upon the Port or Military Way, leading 
in a broad and direct Courſe to a. Station, as 
they do. That Station is J/roxefer, which I 
take leave to call Rutunmm. I am aware, that 
hitherto it has been taken for the Urioconium. 
But that Scheme proceeds altogether upon Rutu- 
nium's being Rowton upon the Edge of the 
County. The Etymon of Rowton brings us but 
to Iter Rectum. And if the great Hrilling fleet's 
_ Conjecture of making it Drayton, would hold, 
we ſhould here be ata Loſs for a Military Way. 
None could come at it from Meivod, becauſe 
Metvod is itſelf nothing. And the other which 
Camden mentions from Ranulphus Ceſtrenſis, 
leading hence to the fartheſt Part of Wales, could 
not be Watlimg-ſtreet, as that Monk called it. 
The Thing to = proved is Meivod, as a Station 
and a Military Way from thence. The firſt Mr. 
Camden himſelf gave up, tho thoſe upon his 
Shoulders have allow'd it with no more Evidence 
than he had ; that is, none at all. 
The moſt that thoſe, who hold Wroxeter Uria- 
conium, have for it, is Similitude of Sound: That 
it has ſomething like Wreeken in it, the famous 
overtopping Hill of the Neighbourhood. Thus 
they write it Veroconion, 'Ovze mimev. It's true, 
the Saxons called Wroxeter, Wreeken Ceſter, the 
Caſtra near the Hreeken, whence Mroxeter is 
corrupted : But this has no Pretence to be de- 
rived from the Latin Name; and expreſſeth only 
the Station or City of the Romans which was 
near that remarkable Mountain. If we admit 
the preſent corrupted Name from Weroc-ceaſter, 
L and 


[ 22 ] 
and that Y/eroc from Veroconium, the Derivation 
is more forced and unnatural than from the 
Saxon Wrekenceſter. Beſides, it's a Point, I be. 
lieve, need not be ſurrendred at Diſcretion, that 
the old way of writing it Urioconzum, is right; 
and the new, adopted but to ſerve a Turn. | 

The Place is indiſputably Roman. TI will ven. 
ture to make it after Mr. Baxter, Oppidum ad 
Rectum Iter; and Wroxeter from the Saxoy 
Wreeken-ceaſfter. It is particularly upon the 
ſtraight Road; for the Road hither holds ſtraighter 
for three Stages, than we find it to do any where 
upon the Matling ſtreet. There was, it's proba- 
ble, a Vicinal Continuation from hence into 
South Wales ; becauſe here was the Roman Paſs 
of the Severn, which no where elſe was fordable. 
This ſhews the Sagacity, and the Application 
of that great People, to find out and fortify thoſe. 
Places Nature had beſt fitted for Strength and 
Intercourſe. We find at this Day dhrewsbury 
one of the moſt thriving Towns in that Part of 
Britain, which is very near the Roman Choice, 
and muſt have been exactly upon their Spot, if 
the Uſe of Bridges had not come in the Room 
of Fording. Bridges they had not, and we may 
find ſeveral good Reaſons why; they were in- 
deed liable to decay; and they were liable to be 
broken down by the Enemy, and ſo a March ob- 
ſtructed; and their Uſe would but have render'd 
their Army Tender and Effcininate, hitherto 
trained to Heat, and Cold, and Hardſhip. Their 
Arms wanted not to be kept dry; and we find 
them | even ſwimming over a broad Stream, 

ſometimes 


[ 23] 


ſometimes with their Sheaf of Darts at their 


Backs, and engaging before they came to Land. 


Thus they attacked Angleſea, and their German 


Auxiliaries were the moſt expert at this Service. 

It is, I ſuppoſe; a Compliment to their Un- 
derſtanding, that we charge them with Bridges 
here, and at Tripontium; as if it were an Inven- 
tion they were really capable of. The Stone- 
Work yet in being at the Bottom of the Severn 
here, is ſaid to be the Foundation of their 
Bridge, which is no more than the Paving of their 
Ford. By this Method they kept the Bottom 
good, and raiſed the Ground for Fording. And 
why ſhould they chuſe juſt this Paſſage for their 
Bridge, which is the only one upon the Stream 
| Where they could do without it? 
The Blackneſs of the Soil here is attributed to 
the City's having been burned by Danes and 


Saxons. And ſo perhaps it was, though the 


Blackneſs we find at many other Places, occa- 
ſioned by the great Quantity of Timber, and 
other Materials decayed and rotten, and by the 
Dung and Rubbiſh that all populous Towns af- 
ford. By the Stone Wall, of which ſome Re- 


mains are ſeen, Nine or Ten Foot thick, and 


the deep Foffe, it is judged to have been three 
Miles in Compaſs. Doubtleſs it was of great 
Strength and Importance, being the only Pals 
upon that remarkable River. It was as well a 


whilſt they had a Force left, as a Place of Arms 
from whence //ales was attacked and reduced. 


From 


Defence againſt the Incurſions of the Britons, 
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From hence we have Reaſon to believe Obo. 
rius marched againſt Carador. The Low-lands 
of Britain were firſt taken in, and the Brizons | 
retreated to their Mountains. He muſt have 
come at them either by Way of Maguis and 
Bravinium, or from henee. They were dtiven 


up then into as narrow a Compaſs as Hales. 


Veſpaſian had been thirty Times engaged in Battle 
with them, and taken twenty of their Oppiaa 
himſelf, or under Aulus Plautius. This. laſt 
Stand of Caractarus, as the Romans called him, 
gave the greateſt Reputation to the Britiſh Arms, 
This ſeems to be very much owing to the Situa- 
tion of his Camps, where he maſt have had great 
Advantage againſt thoſe that attack'd him. And 
he loſt but little Ground at a Time. For ſup- 


poſing Oftorius to have taken the Camp of Bran- 


don, near Teem, and to have beaten him from his 


Poſt at Coxhall, near Bramton Bryan, he made 
another Effort at the famous Caer Carador, which 


ſtill goes by his Name. This Place was fortifi- 
ed as well by Art as Nature, the Rock itſelf be- 
ing cut away for a Foſſe, and left for a Rampart: 
And from the Situation of the Roman Camp, 
we may gueſs they marched from H/roxeter to it, 
and not from Worceſter. The ſtorming this 
Camp ſeems to have been the tongheſt Work 
the Romans met with here: And therefore their 


Hiſtorians do Caradoc the Honour to make him 


appear great in his Misfortunes. They make him 
even a Speech-maker, and to act the Hero, as 
if improved by the moſt Polite Education. It 
was s ſomthing to ſee a rough Briton with his 
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Sword girt about his naked Body, ſtand Battle 
with a well-appointed Roman; but more ſtilb tu 


hear him plead in Strains of Otatory, and put on 


his Chains with the Submiſſion of a Philoſopher... 


Our next Stage is Urioconzmm, as it ſhould be, 
from Rutunium eleven Miles. This I would fix 
at Iuyſet Bank upon the Wutlimg ſtrett. The 


Road from this Place through —— to it, is 
direct, and the new one to Shrewsbury winds to 
the Right. From Etymology I get nothing. And 


yet if as much Pains were to be taken here as at 
Wroxeter; ſomething might be made out, at leaſt 
as much as there is for that. One Thing I am to 
claim the Benefit of here, that will not anſwer 
from Rutunium; that is, the Diſtance ot 27 Miles 


from Bravinium. This the twelfth Iter teſtifies. 


And becauſe it was not found conſonant: with 
Rutunium, Bra vinium itſelt was to be by ſome 
Authors ſet aſide, and not allowed to be W/ors 
ceſter. This is a Partial Way of proceeding. ' Why 
not remove Urioconium as well as Bravinium ? 


Or rather, why not, in reſpect to the Text, try till 


we can make both agree Þ This was the Caſe of 


| Condate. AS 021 1431330 4 


The Miles adapt here to a Fe kh Rix 
tunium, and Uxacona, and Bravinium © The Mit 


litary Way we are ſure of, and the Situation to 
the South-Eaſt. Sun, ſuch as the Romans chole; 


with running Water near it. And yet if I. am 
any where to be charged with fixing a Station up- 
on inſufficient Evidence, it muſt be here. I have 
ſeen many a Camp, of which: only one Side 5 
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might have ſaid I found nothing, yet believ'd it 
the Place. 'Stretton, Pentridge, and the reſt that 
have been pitched upon hereabouts, have _ 
lain out of - Diſtance, or off the Street. 

The Place I fix upon is called Iuyſer Bank, 
from, the Quantity of Ivy growing formerly 
there. It is a Spot of about fifty Acres, upon 
Riſing ground, between the Military Way, and a 
Moory Ground. lt is in the Pariſh of Blemh:ill, 
the Earl of Bradford's Eſtate and Manor. The 
North. half of the Street, and the Sun Inn, is in 
Lampleigh Pariſn. There are great Pits in a 
Wood, a Part, I ſuppoſe, of the Camp, out of 
which Earth was dug ſome . Years ago to mend 
the Road. The Workmen found many arched - 
Places, and ſubterraneous Caverns. And the 
Neighbourhood are ful! of a Notion, that this 
has been the + Reſidence of Thieves, who con- 
cealed themſelves under Ground. And farther 
they tell us of a Paſſage under the Earth from 
theſe Caverns, to a Warren half a Mile off, 
called Bi ſbops Mood; a common Fable of Camps 
and Monaſteries. Theſe arched Caverns, if any 
Body had been curious enough to examine before 
they were broke up, might probably have been 
found Roman Grots or Baths. And if we may 
take the Liberty to ſay, what became of the For- 
tification of this Camp, of which no Trace at 
preſent; remains, it may be thus: The North 
Part may have been levelled, to mend the Road, 
which has wanted Reparation ſince the Roman 
Times. And that on the South may have fink; 
a WC ke in other — by the n ſpping 
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of the Water. The Eaſt comes to a Point between 

the Moor and the Road. The Weſt is a hollpw 
Lane, which might once be ihe Foſſe, partly filled 
up with the Vallum. The Landlord of the Crown- 
Inn found a Roman Piece in his Garden laſt Year, 
which he gave away. And when Blembill 
Church was rebuilt, a great ma ny ſtrange Pieces 
were dug up with the Foundation: But the Beo- 
ple here are ſo much Strangers to Curioſity, that 
they neither know what theſe were, nor in whole 

Hands they are now. -_- TL 
don't propoſe theſe Things as „ faficiens Redo 
yet as every Body has hitherto allowed a Station 
between Wroxeter and Litchfield, this is prefera- 
ble to the other Schemes, as beſt ſuiting with Au. 
fonme's Diſtance, and the Military Way. And 

if we do not take up with this, we, muſt content 
our ſelves with thinking tis irrecoverable. 00 

The Proſpect from! hence Weſtward, is to the 
- Wrecking, and the Shrewsbury Road. To the 
North-Eaſt Cant Mood, which extends itſelf many 
Miles in Hills and Riſing-ground, - quite to the 
Trent Side; and at its Brink next to that River 
hath, by a Sort of Luſus Nature, Ribs or Pro- 
montories in great abundance, with Channels and 
Declivities variouſly -.intermixed. The South 
, Proſpect is over Biſhops Wood to Boſcobel, where 
ſtood the Quercus amica oui. Nothing now 
remains of that memorable Tree, but a round 
Hole in which it grew, and a ſmall Oak juſt by, 
that ſprang from one of its Acorns; except its 
Monument legible upon a Stone over the Does of 


* Wall which incompaſſed it: 
ä Feli. 
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Voteuiſſimi Regis Catoli Il. Deus O. . 
Ver quem: Reges regnant, hic creſtere' 

: voluit tam in perpetuam rei tantæ memo - 

ram, quam Specimen firms in Reges 

15 Hai muro cinctam Poſteris commendant 
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The Mer little Sanctuary under the Floor i 
Boſevbel-Houſe, to which the King went down, 
js yet to be ſeen. - There is a Picce of a Board, 
about half a Yard long, which was moveable, but 
ſo well fitted to the Place, that it gave no Room 
for Suſpicion. The preſent Tenant of the Place 
Is a Grandſon of Truſty Dick. 

The Want of Fortification is not to be julti 
fied 3' but J am convinc'd the Want of Coins is 
nothing : They are found frequently in Roman 
Towns and Cities, and in ſome other Places, 
where we have no Proof the Romans ſettled. But 
in their Camps, their Aſtiva, and thoſe of their 
Exploratores, I have rarely ſcen them: And tho 
it was a Practice of theirs to bury ſome Coins 
with or ncat their Aſhes, it will be very hard to 
- - account for the vaſt Plenty of them, if we ſup- 
pole them hid by Roman Hands. They could 

have but one er beth theſe Views in doing it; 


9 — convince Poſterity they had been Maſters here, 


f they neyer ſhould return; and, To find theit 
Money again for their Uſe, if they Aid return! The 
Fi off theſe would have been anſwer'd by fewet 
| Pic ICCCS, 
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Pieces, and by diſperſing them in | Fields neat 


their Camps, as well as near their Cities. The 
Lastter ſuits little with a Soldier. Providing fot 


the Morrow, and for a Morrow that may never 


come, is out of their Way. How could they 
hide from one another? How much Money 
would be left in a Field where a Modern Army 
broke up? 1 never heard of a Decree, or Edict, 
to diſperſe Sums at the Expence of the Publick: 
And ſo odd and unlikely are the Places where 
Coins are frequently dug or ploughed up, that 
one muſt imagine the Man that buried them, was 
by himſelf, had Time W _ a good Mark 
to find them by. 

To me it's much more caſy: to believe theſs, 
tho' Roman Coins, were Brztz/þ Treaſure : That 
ypon withdrawing the Legions, and with them, the 


beſt of the Britiſß Youth, ro ſerve as Auxiliaries, 


the poor .dcſtitute haraſſed People concealed their 


Money. The Incurſions of the P:#s and Saxons - 


made them ncver ſafe: Their Houſes were ran» 
ſack d or burn'd to the Ground; and they had 


no Security but the Earth, to lay up any thing in. 
We find, at this Day, wore Coins lying looſe, 
than in Urns; and ſome of thoſe we find in 
them, might be put there by way of Diſguiſe, to 

avoid Suſpicion, or becauſe thoſe Utenſils were 
cheap and common. A Man might go into 
his own Paſture or Arable in the Night, and by 
a Tree, or other Mark, be directed to find what 
he laid there. If he was killed, the Treaſure was 
never look d after. What was a Roman Town, 
Was aſterwards a Brice one, and many of them 
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continued Towns through Saxon, Daniſh, and 
Norman Revolutions. It's odd to ſuppole the 


Gold ones, of great Value, and eaſily portable, 
ſhould have been ſquander'd, as one may call it, 


by the Romans, who took leave, never thinking 
to return. But it's no Wonder the diſtreſſed In- 
habitants, left behind, ſhould apply to Mother 


Earth to protect their Treaſure, ſafe in no 
other Hands: Nor can we ſuppoſe any Money 
current amongſt the Britons but the Roman: 
Theſe lived chiefly in Towns for Security, and 
therefore moſt of what they depoſited, was there- 


abouts. Many Inſtances we have of Urns, and 
ſmall Quantities of theſe Pieces, at Places diſtant 


from the Roman Settle ments; the lateſt is that 
of Lutter worth in Leiceſter ſire diſcoverd within 
theſe three Months. 

Next I go to Uxacona, at: Eleven Miles di- 
ſtance, which I take to be Wall near Litchfield. 
Here Diſtance, Military Way, and Remains, do 
all punctually agree to make it a Roman Scttle- 
ment. This is a Point no body will diſpute 
with me from Camden down to this Day. It 


is generally thought that Litchſield roſe out of 


the Ruins of this Wall : Upon St. Ceadda's fix- 
ing there, with a few others, whoſe Piety gave 
Reputation to the Place, it became famous, 
There had been four Biſhops before Ceadde : 

He was tranſlated to Port, but left the See in a 
flouriſhing Condition. There were Thirty. four 
Biſhops of it before the- Removal to Coventry, 
and for one Turn an Archbiſhop. Eadulph had 


a Pall from Pope Aarian for it, at the Inſtance 
of 
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of Offa, who is id to have procured it in Pre: 


judice of Lambert Archbiſhop. of Canterbury: 


but more probably for the Grandeur of his own 


Kingdom, that his Subjects, even in Spirituals, 
ſhould not have a Dependance upon what, du- 


ring the Heptarchy, might be eſteem'd a o- 
reign Government. This, however, funk after- 


wards. a 

There has been an Inclination in ne that 
took this for Erocetum, to make it the ſame with 
the Lectocetum of Ravennas: And thence, ſup- 


poſing Litehſield to have been continued to Wall. 


tho at preſent a Mile off, they were inclin'd to 
bring it to Licet field. If that were fo, Litch- 
field has, according to Ravennas, little Pretence 
to Lefocetum ; for it comes in Order next-but- 


one after Ratecorion, and immediately before 


Facio or Statio Duma: And by it, therefore, 
ſeems to be meant Lactodorum. The very diffe- 


rent way of Writing, to be found in the Co- 


pies of Ravennas, from Antonme's Itinerary; and 


in Truth, from -thoſe of the Vatican, and the 


King of France's Library; make every Thing that 
is built upon it, precarious: Yer, when the Ii. 
nerary agrees With it in the Order of Places, we 
have great Reaſon to believe both right: and, 
where they differ, the Advantage the Itinerary 


hath by numbring the Miles, makes it ſafer to 
follow than Ravennas. This very Lectoceto is 
in the Vatican Copy made two Words Lecto 
Ceto; the latter with a Capital Letter. The firſt 


of theſe wants but one Vowel changed to be the 


N rd two . of Lactorodum. Mr. Baxter 


brings 
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vennas, and ſo to Lactorodum, which perhaps is 
the chief Reaſon of his Emendation from Lacto- 


darum. He faith the Miles of the 1tinerary coun- 


tenance his placing it at Lathbury, on the Ouſo, 
juſt by Newport Pagnel; and there being a 


Tyajectus from thence, he gives the Name to 


Neupert. 
Etymology, I think, may a little help us in 
making Wall, Uxacona: As a Confirmation, 1 


would apply to it, when a Foundation of Di- 
ſtance and Remains appears. Tho uſeful in its 


Place, it ſhould: not uſurp theirs, being of the 
younger Houſe : I deſire no better than the Learn- 
ed Author laſt mention'd affords me. It is far 
from his Deſign to have Wall, Uxacona, and there- 
fore——ab Hoſte doceri is beſt of all. I quote 
pot the Page, becauſe he goes on Alphabetically. 
It means, according to him, ſupra caput Aque, 
fue juxta Aquam : Let this be compar'd with 
22 © The City (Litehſteld) ſtands low, 
< 5s pretty large and neat, divided into two Parts, 
by a kind of Loygh, or clear Water, which 
e js but ſhallow: However, they have Commu. 
© nication with one another, by two Cauſe- 
« ways made over it, which have each of them 
© their reſpective Sluices-— + This Lake, 
& at Lotchfield, is at firſt pent up into a narrow 
“ Compaſs within its Banks, and then it grows 
« wider afterwards; but uniting it ſelf. into a 


“ Channel, preſently falls into. the Trent, which 


« continues its Courſe Eaſtward till it meets the 
<* River Tame from the South,” 8 
| Pennocru- 


brings it to Leftoretum, as miſwritten by Na. 


co. = W FA 4 


72 


Pennocrucium is my next Stage, Olabury in 
WWarwickſvire, from Mall, as in the Itinerary, 
twelve Miles. The Name is not in Domeſday, 
comprehended, as ſome think, together with 
Manceter, in Atherſton; tho there is better Rea- 
ſon to believe Atherſton comprehended in Man- 
ceter. Mr. Camden, and Sir William Dugdale, 
both mention this Place for a Station upon the 
Watling- Street. The firſt calls it Mandueſſedins, - 
the latter, only a Roman Station. The preſent 

5 Name of Manceter ſeems to be a Compound 
| from the Britiſh Maen, and the Saxon: Ceaſter, . 
. and ſo the Rochy Camp. Sir William would 
| have it from Man parvus, and fo the Small. 
Campe But the Hills about Oldbury being ſtony,” 
| the former is moſt eligible. He makes it an En- 
trenchment through which the Matling- Street 
| paſſes, by which he ſhould think there was. one 
where the Church and Vill of Manceter now ſtands: - 
Others would call the Station Manceter, yet re- 
fer themſelves to Oldbury. for Remains; and, in- 
deed Oldbury is a Mile off the Street, if the 
Street goes direct from Atherſton to Highcroſs, 
Oldbury has a Roman Appearance at firſt Sight; 
the preſent fortified Part is not above Six or Seven 
Acres, included by a high FVallum and very deep 
| Foſſe. This is upon a well-choſen Hill, acceſſi. 
ble only on the Weſtern Side. It ſtands amongſt 
a Number of Hills, ſome ſtony, and ſome 
woody, all which it 'over-tops: And in that 
Senſe Pen in Britiſh is well underſtood, as Pen- 
menmaur, Pengethley, Pendle, where it always 
wies che Head. What the Derivation of Ocru- 
F trum 
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tium is, I am not Apollo enough to ſay. Thete 
hath been a larger Entrenchment continued from 
this through a Wood, and croſs a ſmall Valley, 
towards Harthill, which looks like Britiſh Work, 

upon which the Romans had improved. If we 
would bring a Military Way from the Street of 
Manceter, hitherto we find no Room for it. The 
Ground has never been levelled for that Purpoſe; 
and if it had been carried up by the Side of Hart. 
Hill, and under the Wood, which is the plaineſt 
Way of getting at it from that Side, there muſt 
have been ſome Traces of it left. If the Roman 
Forces had marched up hither from Manceter, 
and down again, to purſue the Street to High. 
croſs, we mult have ſeen more Remains of their 
Agger. t is moſt evident ſuch a Way as they 
made, could never have been defaced into thoſe 
Windings and narrow Paſſages the Hills have at 
preſent. between them : The Road therefore muſt 
have ſtruck out about Atherſton, and come up 
to the Welt-Side of the Entrenchment, for there 
we find the Entrance, and the other Road which 
goes off to Etocetum. 

Either Olabury muſt be the Spot for the Sta- 
tion, or there was none in the Pariſh of Man 
ceter : For Manceter its ſelf lies low, unfortified 
by any Eminence; and all the reſt. of the Hills 
have either an Apex, or too little Room for the 
Encampment of the ſmalleſt Body. Coins have 
been ſometimes found here, and lately in the 
Hands of Mr. Farmer, who was carrying them to 
a Neighbouring Gentleman, in order to have 
them inſerted here, but fell ſick ” the Way, and 
dicd. 
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died. There is a clear Stream n a little 


below, on the Weſt Side. 

The Nuns of Poleſworth had Lands heres a 
1s ſuppoſed, before the Conqueſt : There were 
Charters giving and granting them Lands and Pri- 
vileges afterwards : But that was as well the Form 
of confirming Deeds ſometimes, as of Original 
Donations. They had alſo a Cell here from 
Polefworth, and a Chapel dedicated to St. Laws» 
rence. Sir John de Manceſtre, Knight, in the 
Thirteenth of Edward I. covenanted to diſcharge 
theſe Nuns. from Sccutage in Reſpect to their 


Lands at Manceſtre, and Oldbury : And in King 


Henry's Grant to the Duke of Suffolk, upon the 
Diſſolution, this goes by the Name of Dominium 
& Manerium de Oldburie, & Capitali Meaſſuagi- 
um de Oldburie. 

It is generally believed that the Matling- Street 
kept the Courſe I have followed it in from 
 Wroxeter to Mall, Litchfield, and went on far- 

ther to Higheroſs, to Weedon, to Stratford : And 

there is indecd a Road that Way to this Day, 

called the Street. If we ſuppole, as I hinted 
in the Beginning, the Matling to be the Wind- 
ing Street, and the Uſe of it for the Proconſuls 
and Counts of Britain, to viſit their Gartiſons, 
and march their Armies, it will be no Wonder that 
the Saxons, and ſucceeding inhabitants, for Trade 


or other Buſineſs, ſhould ſtrike out a more di- Fo 


rect Paſlage, from one Part of the Iſland to the 
other. Street was their general Name for a Road, 
and no more determines one to be Roman, than 
1 or Road would do. The Inhabitants call 

1 it 
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it only Street: Strangers add Watling to it, as 
ſuppoſing there muſt be ſuch a one ſomewhere, 
and led perhaps by the Name of a Place they 
paſs through upon it, called Watford Gap. The 
Way through every Village is called Hrreet, with- 
out relation to the Romans, any more than the 
new Streets of London can be ſuppoſed to have; 
We don't find the Name of Port. ay, lo pro- 
miſcuouſly uſed. 

Sir William Dugaale mentions Flint-Stoncs | 
found ncar Olabury, in Ploughing, Four Inches 
and Half in Length, curiouſly wrought by grind- 
ing; one End ſhaped much like the Edge of a 
Pole-Ax. They were put into a Hole bored on 
the Side of a Staff, and were Britiſh Weapons, 
before they arrived at working lron or Braſs. 
There is not a Flint to be found within Forty 
Miles of the Place, but what is carried thither. 
Its common for theſe Countrymen, when they 
come down to Bedfordſhire or Herifordſhire to 
Harveſt Work, to carry back Flints to light their 
Pipes with. This ſort of Weapons has been 
found in ſeveral Parts of England. 

There is one Thing obſervable in theſe Mid. 

land Counties, That there are fewer Tumnli or 
Barrows here, than in the Weſt of England, 
Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridgeſhire, Hertfordſhire, 
In theſe laſt-mentioned, and the Weſt, there are, 
I believe, forty, for one we find hereabout: This 
may give us ſome Light to gueſs at the Original 
of them. If we ſuppoſe them for Celtic Mor. 
ip, we muſt conclude Religion very unequally 
piſperſell amongſt the Inhabitants of the Iſle, I 
mean 
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mean the habitable Part of it; for I would not 
make the Compariſon between a Country over- 
run with Wood, or barren Moors, and one a- 
bounding in Fruits and Paſture. Where the Tumuli 
ſtand ſo very thick, there were more than could 
be of Uſe that Way, as if there were half a ſcore 


Churches in a Pariſh. This were to give the 


Diſcriminating Doctrine too much Countenance, 
and bring it into the World before its Time. 
That the Tumuli were made for the Dead moſt 
frequently, is not to be diſputed, and perhaps al- 
ways ſo; for of thoſe that have been dug down, 
the Bones of a Man have been often found at 
the Bottom of the Tumulus. It has been a re- 
ceived Opinion, that this was a Roman Way of 
Sepulchre, in Honour of ſome great Officer 
fallen in Battle. The Objection to it, that they 
burned their Bodies, is offered to be taken off, 
by ſaying, Burning came in but upon the Incon- 
venience of the other. That in ſome Countries 
their Dead had been taken up again, and expoſed 
and mangled ; to avoid which, they afterwards re- 
duced them to Aſhes. The Number of Urns 
found all the Ifland over, and the Scarcity of 
Barrows in the Middle of it, is enough to ſhew 
the Burning general, at leaſt at one Time, and 
the other Practice of it was Roman, but partially 
uſed. They had as many and as tough Actions 
about the Avon and the Severn, as any Part, ex- 
cept where they firſt had Footing. And theſe 
Monuments arc the fewelt here. 
Sir William Dugaale, after Enquiry into > the 
Cuſtom of all Nations, in their Method of Se- 
| pulture, 
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pulture, is of Opinion, our Barrows are Roman. 
He quotes Pliny in the 54th Chap. of the ſeventh 
Book of his Natural Hiſtory, ——— Ipſum cre- 


mare apud Romanos non fuit veteris Inſtituti, 


Terra condebantur. At poſtquam longinquis bellis 
erui cognovere, tunc inſtitutum. Et tamen mult e 
Familiæ priſcos ſervavere ritus, ſicut in Cornelia 


nema ante Syllam Dictatorem. Idque wvoluiſfe 
veritum talionem eruto C. Marii Cadavere. He 


quotes Florus alſo, ſpeaking of Varus Quincti. 
lius ———— Ipſins quoque Conſulis Corpus quod 
Militum pietas abdiderat effoſſum. He ſhews 


this to be a Practice both of the Greeks and Ro- 


mans, to be found in Homer and Virgil. And 


that it was originally MAgyptian, whoſe Pyra- 
mids were moſt ancient. And as the Eaſtern 


Nations had from e_/Zgyp? their Philoſophy, and 


their Ways of Sacrifice, it was no wonder they 
ſhould from the ſame have their Burial Rites. 
The Uſe I would make of this is, That the 
Faſhion of Burial, tho' anciently amengſt the 
Ramans, was diſuſed before their Settlement here. 
The Inſtances given by their own Authors of its 
Inconvenience, had brought in Burning ſo carly, 

that we muſt not look for it in Britain. | 
It's true, Sir /7iam has Proofs of Urns, with 
burnt Bones and Coals under theſe Tumuli, which 
are alſo called in his Country Lowes. On Engleby- 
Heath in Derbyſhire, at Lilburn in Northamp- 
tenſaire, as Mr. Camden oblcrves, and in the 
Tſe of Man, the Reliques of the Fire have been 
found underneath : But then he ſhews from 
Olaus Wormius, pag. 40. that this was alſo a Cu- 
at, | | ſtom 
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ſtom of much later Date than the Romans Pra- 
ctice. Amongſt the Cimbric Antiquities, he in- 
troduceth three ſeveral Sorts of Daniſh Sepul- 
ture ; the firſt, a Pile of Stones, ſix times as long 
as broad, upon which the Body was burnt; then 
more Stones, and at the Top a Covering of Turf, 
which ſhould make the Ridge even and beautiful. 
This was, it ſeems, done in Honour of their 
Kings and great Men. Two of this Sort ſeem 
now to be at Thetford in Norfolk, ſtanding as 
Wings to a vaſt Tumulus of the round Kind. 
And three more on the Ikening Way, but ſmaller, 
at the Foot of Luton Downs in Bedfordſhire, near 
the Interſection of the Tkening and Watling 
Streets. Sometimes Olaus ſaith, they made theſe 
long Barrows in Form of their largeſt Ships. 
The Figure by Time and Weather, of this * 
may be defaced. 

The ſecond Method of Daniſh Sepulture, was 
covering the Body entire, and, without burning, 
with a Tumulus of Stones, if they could be had, 
and green Turf at Top, or inſtead of Stones, 
Earth. The third Way is the modern Digging 
deep into the Earth, depoſiting the Dead, and 
covering them up. a 

The firſt of theſe called Roiſer, and at Roiſe 
may probably have given Name to the Town 
of Royſton, on the ſkening Way, in the Con- 
fines of Cambridge and Hertfordſhire. For 
here are great Numbers of theſe Tumuli. not on- 
ly upon the Apex of Hills, but upon the Sides, 
and very near the Roman Road. The two uni- 
torm Barrows mentioned by Dr. Plot, at Bar- 
. | rot- 
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row-Hill, in Kings Swinford, Staffordſhire, I 
ſhould; take to be Daniſh, according to the 
Account of Olaus. Its hard to believe; as the. 
Doctor does, that tuele being Earth at firſt, were 
' Petrified by ſubterraneous Heat. Why ſhould 
not the reſt of the Soil thereabouts be liable to 
the ſame Change? And what Proofs have we 
elſe of Yolcanos, and extraordinary Fire in the 
Bowels of our Spot of Earth? That Harold upon 
his Inroads about Wales, made Hillocks of Stones, 
we have Giralaus Cambrenſis for Witneſs, as 
mentioned in the firſt Part of. Roman Stations. 
It is eaſier to conceive that a Heap of Stones, 
regularly placed, with Earth ſcattered about the 
Interſtices, to make the Hillock ſmooth, and 
green Turfs on the Top, ſhould turn to Rock, 
than to find a Fire to do it, and ſuch as would 
but juſt bake it into Hardneſs, without diſſolving _ 
it. We are ſenſible of the Increaſe of Stones in 
the Fields, from whence they are yearly gather- 
ed, to mend the Highways: And from the 
Mould of the Borders in Gardens, in Devon 
ſhire, which is in few Years aſſimilated and turn- 
ed to a Bed of Stone. Or a Rock may, for 
Curioſity ſake, be hewn into the Figure of 
theſe Barrows, with leſs Pains, than the Trenches 
of the Camp by Bromton Bryan, or the Cellars 
of Nottingham. 
It is not improbable but the Saxons might be 
Authors of ſome of theſe Tumuli, ſince they and 
the Normans (or Northern Men) came all from 
the hungry Quarter of Europe, when this was 
the Faſhion, The Accounts we haye of the 
Saxon 
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Saxon Wars here, are ſo confuſed and impet-, 
fectly given, that we know leſs of them than of 
our more ancient Maſters. If we look at thoſe 
Countries, where Hiſtory informs us the Danes 
chiefly made their Ravages, we ſhall find moſt 
of theſe Monuments of their Victory. Before 
their Settlement here, they kept near the Shore, 
or ſome Navigable River, to carry their Plutider 
aboard. Cambridgeſhire, and the reft of the Iceni, 
were frequently infeſted with them: The Weſtern 
Coaſt, and a Day's Journey or two into the Coun- 
try, had much of their Company. Near Wart 
and Thwunaridge, in Hertfordſhire, whete they 
came Year after Year, with their Veſfels up the 
Lea, we find theſe Remains of them. Above 
Thundridge Church, upon the little River Rib, 
at Haven-End, are two, and two more at Mid. 
ford. This was a proper Hold for them, 
where their Veſſels rid ſafe, and they had the 
Ermine- Street to march in, and gather up their 

Plunder. f | . | 
I go from Pennocrucium to Bar-Beacon iti 
Staffordſhire, for Etocetum, according to the 
tinerary, and the vulgar Computation, Twelve 
Miles. This ftands upon a high Hill, Four 
Miles from Birmincham, in the Road to Four 
Croſſes. Here are Lines drawn round the Hill, 
on one Side, incloſing a large Camp up to the 
Military Way, in Form of a Half. Moon; and 
feveral other Sub-Diviſions have been made, ſo 
that it has ſervd for a greater Number, and a leſs. 
Below it ſtands Aldridge, in which Pariſh it 
lies, and in Mr, Hloos Manor: The Name of 
G 185 the 
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the Vill is probably from the Roman Agger, of 
Old. Ridge : Here is a moſt extenſive Proſpect, as 
perhaps the Iſland affords. Towards the Wreeker 
and Wales; towards the Malvern and Breedon, 
in H/orceſter ſhire ; towards Can Wood, from 
whence is ſeen the beautiful Cluſter of Trees at 
the Top, viſible from every Side of that Foreſt, 
called the Furnare- Coppice : There was a Furnace 
for working Iron, till the Wood was exhauſted. 
We look "own: alſo from Bar-beacon, over 
the Country, by Litehſteld, towards Needwood 
Foreſt, and Leiceſter ſhire, and towards Penno- 
erutium, and the Foreſt of Charnley. | | 
The People here have a Tradition that theſe 
Works upon the Hill were Fences, upon a Di- 
viſion of the Common, which they have heard 
was ploughed up, but have no Notion of a Camp. 
From Pennocrucium hither is a direct Road ſtruck 
through Sutton Park, which Sir William Dug- 
dale, Dr. Plot, and others after them, have called 
Thenild-Street, This proceeds upon an Opinion 
that the {cen inhabited this Country: But of 
Them, and their Way, I have ſaid enough in 
the firſt Part. Making it the Watling-Strect 
will ſolve the Difficulty they were under, finding 
hereabouts a Roman Way which no uſe was made 
of. Sir Milliam would carry it from the Con- 
fines of this County by Aulceſter and Birmin- 
cham, then through Sutton-Parꝶ to Wall, near 
Litchfield: But that can by no means be, for it 
goes not with any Direction to Sarton- Par“ from 
Birmincham, but to our Bar-beacon : And who- 
. ever follows it from Birmincham, and fees it ſo 
broad 
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broad and fair all the Way to-the further Side of 
the Camp, would be ſurprized to loſe it all on A 
ſudden ; for at the Bottom of the Hill there's no 
more Trace of it. Its Extremity here points to- 
wards Stafford, and pretty near Four Croſſes, not 
towards Litchfield: But it we aſcend the Hill 
again to the South-Eaſt Side of the Camp, we 


find it goes off there through Sztion-Park, point- 


ing to Olabury, from whence we laſt came; 
and that it hath an Entrance to that Fortification 
on the Weſt, where is alſo. the Way leading to 
Wall. Mr. Baxter will not/here; help us in Ety- 
mology, becauſe he charges the 1:znerary with 
miſtaking it for Lectlocetum. 

Whether this Camp, being a very large one, 
might not be Britiſh, and afterwards a Part only 
of it employed by the Romans, I will not ven- 
ture to gueſs; nor whether it Was originally Re: 
man, and alterd by the Danes. We find, o 
Burough- Hill in Northamptonſhire, an Entren 1 
ment of Three Miles round, and at the ſtrong- 
eſt Part a ſmaller Roman Camp entire. Dr. Plot, 
in his Natural Hiſtory of Stafford ſhire, quotes 
Stewechius, for ſaying, The Romans made their 


Camps larger than they needed, that their Armies 


might appear greater? This Piece of Art ſeems 
below them, and perhaps may be artributed to 
them upon a Miſtake of ſome that had obſerv'd 
them in an old Camp, which they did not fill ; 

or, that one of theirs was inlarged by thoſe that | 
came after. Stratagem they uſed, but hardly ſuch 


as this: They might have a greater Number of 
Horſe than uſually incamp'd with the Foot, and 
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if the Men only were reckon' d, the Camp might 
ſeem too large. 

Hence the "Military Way carries us to Mandu- 
efſedum, Aulceſter in Warwickſhire, by the Itine- 
rary, and vulgar Computation bath, Sixteen 
Miles: 1 own, they are long, but if one asks at 
Birmincham, How far to Aulceſter ? they ſay 
Twelve, and to Bar-beacan Four. I necd not 
take Pains to prove this a Military Way, ſince 
tis confeſſedly one, by being called the Ickening. 
It leads through Bir mincham, and about King s- 
Norton retains the Name of Port- way for Thies 
Miles together, with a Hedge on both Sides, the 
Road being about Forty. five Vards acroſs, as is 
uſual. It winds a little to the Left, to avoid a 

difficult Hill, and deſcends at an eaſier Fall at 
Brogborough, by Studley-Park, through Studley, 
by Coton, and Beauchamp's Court to Aulceſter. 
At the Top of Brogborough Hill is a correſpond- 
ing Way ſtruck through Henley to Warwick, 
which I ſhall mention in its Place. 

The Saxon Name, by which this Town goes 
at preſent, is certainly derived from the River 
Ane, which here hath its Confluence with Arrow. 

The Britiſh Etymologies have made Mandueſſe- 
dum either Patriæ Sedes, or Domus Lapidiæ. 
Maen ſignifies, in their Language, Stone: Either 
ſuits Auleeſter well enough. The latter to me 
is eligible; for, in the next Pariſh of Arrow, 
which takes its Name from that Stream, as Al- 
ceſter from Alne, is the Manor of Overſley (now 
called Ouſſey) from whoſe Hills have been dug great 
Quantities of Stone. The City, for ſo I call i, 
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of Alceſter was built out of it, the Monaſtery, 
_ Ouſley-Bridge. For half a Mile together, the 
Top of the Hill is nothing but Holes, and Heaps 
of broken uſeleſs Stone: And the City probably 
was walled with it too, for there is a Trace of a 
Wall half a Mile in Length from B/acklands into 
Alceſter Field, upon which the Corn is fo lan- 
guid, the Ridge is eaſily diſcernible. On the two 
higheſt Points of theſe Hills are two Farm Houſes, 
which retain the Name of Uyper- Ouſſey. Lodge, 
and Lower- Ouſiey- Lodge. Near the latter have 


been Works of Earth, ſome lately dug down to 


mend the Roads, and fill up uneven Ground; 
and ſome yet remaining: Here, I ſuppoſe, was 


the Roman Fortification, for the City ſtood low 


and defenſeleſs. This Spot has been over:-built 
again, and ſo the Roman Model loſt ; for Ralph 
le Boteler to the Earl of Mellent, which Earl was 
alſo advanced by Henry the Firſt to the Earldom 
of Leiceſter, having, by the Grant of his Lord, 
Lands here, and in Leiceſterſhire, made this the 
chief Place of his Reſidence, and built here a 
Caſtle. He was ſtiled Radulphus Pincerna de 
Legreceſtrid: He founded the Monaſtery on the 
North Side of Alceſter, for Benedictine Monks, 
and, amongſt other Endowments, granted them 
the Chapel of this Caſtle. His Seat was Ouſley- 
Caurt, where a large Quantity of Roman Coins 
were lately found by the preſent Farmer: All 
this of Overſly, is at preſent poſſeſſed by Sir Ro» 


bert Throckmorton, and parted from Alcęſter by 
the Bridge. 


There 
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There is ſcarce a Place in England hath a 
greater Number of Coins, Urns, and ſuch Re- 
mains, than Alceſter. The Lord Brook, who 
is Lord of the Manor here, had an Urn, with 
more than Six Hundred Coins in it, of which 
Eight were Gold, and the reſt Silver. Thoſe J 
have ſeen here, were of very fine Silver, whereas 
we meet, in moſt Places, with very coarſe. A 
very fair one — Sar Veſpaſianus Au. R. a Figure 
ſitting, with ſome Plant growing behind him, 
underneath Judæa This of the Breadth of a 
mill'd Groat. A Cellar can't be dug here with- 
out finding ſome ; hid, I ſuppoſe, by the Britons 
when they were chaſed away, or their Houſes 
burnt by the Saxons or Danes, or perhaps the 
Picts. A Workman digging lately for a Cellar, 
will not be perſuaded but he came to a Quick- 
Hedge, from whence the Neighbourhood have 
thought of an Earthquake to ſolve the Matter. It 
is no wonder that in this low, and perhaps ſpungy 
Ground, the Foundation of their Buildings ſhould 
be Fagot- Wood, bound or wattled together. 
The next Station in Order is Bennones, ac 
cording to the Itinerary Twelve Miles: This I 
take to be Warwick, Mr. Camaen's Præſdium, 
the Poſt of the Præfect of the Dalmatian Hotle. 
Mr. Baxter mentions Mandueſſeaum, meaning 
Manceter, Quod hodiè in finibus eſt Pagi Præſi 
diarii ſiue Marwiccani. The fame Author upon 
Bennones gives us a Lift he never defi igned, that 
it ſignifies Caput Inſuls. Whoever views the 
noble Situation of it for Beauty, Health, Defence, 
and Plenty, muſt think it impoſſible for the Ro- 
5 mans 
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ö mans to neglect it. Here, 1 believe, was their 
Metropolis, their Place of Arms, the Reſidenoe 
of the Counts of Britain. | 
185 The Choice had been made to their Hands, if 
we credit Sir William Dugdale, who was a good 
judge of the Collections of his Country man 
Rous : He obſerves, that upon the firſt Diviſion 
of the'Realm into Shires, this gave the Name. 
That Rous having ſcen the Manuſcripts of Mo- 
naſteries, now deſtroyed, had found it delivered 
down, that the Britz/þ Kings built here a Town; 
that it was deſtroyed by the Pics, and Scots, 
and lay in Ruins till Caractacus, whom we read 
of in Roman Hiſtory, reſtored it. That, accord- 
ing to Tacitus, Fortifications were made By Oſto- 
rius, about the Rivers Avon and Severn—— 
Cinctoſque Caſtris Antonam & Sabrinam fluvios 
cohibere parat. That it was again deſtroyed and 
repaired by Conſtantine, Father of Uter Pendra- 
gon, He carries on his Hiſtory through another 
Deſtruction, and finds it rebuilt by Warremund, 
from whom the Kings of Mercia deſcended. 
This Warremund is ſuppoſed, by our Anti- 
quary Rows, to have given it its prelent Name; 
But I ſhould rather take it from Præſidium, or a 
Place of Arms. Wic is Saxon, from Vicus, and 
if Yar may be allowed Saxon too, there's no 
Difficulty: If Mar be derivd from Guerre, I be- 
lieve it was got into Germany before the Time of 
the Norman Conqueſt. Warpenny, from which 
the ancient Charters excuſed the Monaſteries, is a 
Word of an old Date. 


Its 
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Its Situation in the Middle 6f {6 many Camps 
and Cities, and the Number of grand and cor- 
reſponding Military Ways, ſtruck ont from it on 
every Side, as ſo many Radii, will lead any Man 
into an Opinion it was a Station, if the Itinerary 
will admit its being ſo, which is the Thing to be 
proved. 

There are ebe of Roads from it to every 
Quarter; one to Ratis; one to Benne venna and 
Tripontium; one to Mandueſſedum, and Etoce- 
Tum, and one to Pennocrucium. This laſt goes 
off by Coventry and Nun. Eaton, to Hart Hill, 
leaving on the Right the Ridge (which affords 
ſo extenſive a Proſpect into the Foreſt of Charn- 
ley, Derby, and Warwickſhire, to Oldbury : Then 

ic leads over Tame and Trent, about Alderways 
kent I preſume named) to a ſtrong Camp upon 
Needwood Foreſt, within two ot three Miles of 
Mr. Offtey's, and fo to Derbentio. 

The Cur I am firſt concerned with, is to Man- 
dueſſedum, Alceſter ; and this lics by the Way of 
Henly, and ſo anſwers to twelve Miles. I am 
not here begging a Figure off, becauſe the neareſt 
Way makes but ten. "If I can ſhew it a Roman | 
Practice, and a Convenience to do ſo, I may 
ſtand to the Courteſy of thoſe that conſider it. 

The Romans, as they made their Roads good; 
ſo they made no more of them than Neceſſity 
required. About their Prſidium we find them 
pointing to every Quarter. And tho perhaps; 
they were not all paved and raiſed alike, yet 
were all of them fit for a March, at leaſt for con- 
veying Orders, and receiving Intelligenee. When 

they 
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they could, by a ſmall Circuit, let theſe fall into 
one another, they. husbanded their Materials and 
their Work: Thus we fee, in the former Part 
of Roman Stations, the {kenng and the Ermine- 
ſtreet keeping a Line from Haverill, for two 
Miles, and ſo making a Ja/tzre. We ſee from 
Londinium to Ceſaromagum are 28 Miles; yet 
taking in Durolitum makes them 15 and 16: 
Becauſe from the Agger upon North-hall Com- 
mon, we ſtrike out a Mile and a half, and return 
by the ſame ; when Durolitum is as neat a Paſ- 
ſage from one to the other, if they would have 
have been at the Expence of a new Road to ſave 
that Mile.and half. More of theſe Inſtances I 
ſhall ſhew in their Place, and ſubmit to the Rea- 
ders Candour for my Juſtification. So far is it 
from breaking in upon the Tinerary, that it is a 
Support to it, to make the different Figures cotre- 
ſpond. Theres no Queſtion to be made, but 
the Proconſul, and the Comes Britanniæ viſited 
their Garriſons by more Roads than one. The 
Account we have left us, that of Antonine, 
proves it. For here are two ſeveral Ways from 
Lactorodum to Bennones, one by Bennavenna, 
the other by Iſanavatia, which ought not to go 
for the ſame Station : And which of theſe ſhall 
we call Watling Street 2 5 | 
From Warwick to Henly we have the Way 
plain and traceable yet. To the left it goes to 
Alceſter ; ſtrait forwards to Birmincham and £70. 
retum. Above Brogborough- Hill and Studley, the 
Street from Alceſter to Birmincham falls into it 
again, and together make the Port- way we came 
upon from Etocetum to Alceſter. Of this, 
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 {y retains ſomething in its Name, if we follow 
the old way of writing, and the Country way 
of pronouncing it Heanly. Hean in Saxon ſig- 
nifies High. Thus Anſl, in this County, is nam- 
ed from its Highway (anciently Heanſtige) from 
Coventry to Leiceſter, which here croſſes another 
from Rugby to Tamworth and Burton upon Trent. 
The ſame Heanftize (Anſiy) in Hertfordſhire, 

ſtands upon the Ermine. ſtreet, from which it is 
_ denominated. 

From Bennones 1 go to Bennavenna, ſeventeen 
Miles. This I take ro be Borough-Hill beyond 
Dantry. Mr. Camden acknowledges Roman 
Works here. Mr. Baxter has, by great Labour, 
ſoftened Bennavenna and Tſanavatia (which he 
makes the ſame) into Dannavantria, and would 
have the Station where I place it. He quotes 
Camden, who, in his firſt Edition, wrote it Pen- 
2avenna. And if that great Author had fixed it 
at Borough-hill, he would not have been long 
finding the Origine of its Name. The River 
Nen, called in Latin, Aufona, riſing not far 
from Borough. Hill, it is eaſie to believe the Name 
meant the Hilltop above the Source of the 
Aufona. | | 

I need not here enter into the Diſpute whether 
this be the Antona of Tacitus. Its plain enough 
the Warwzckſpire Avon was. And yet the Latin 
Names, tho originally Aufona, might be ſubject 
to a Change, when the Romans found the Mi- 
ſtake they were led into by the Britons. One 
then might be Aufona, the other Autona, by 
way of Diſtinction. | 

| : They 


E 


They ask a Briton looking at the Stream, What | 


his Language calls it? He tells them Avon; the 
common Name of a River inſtead of the ſpeci- 
fick Name: So that all the Rivers of Britain 
might at that Rate have been Avon. The Change 


of this to Nen, was certainly to avoid the Con- 


fuſion the Latin would have made. 


The exterior Line of the Camp on Borough- 


Bill, is about three Miles round; and within it a 
two Mile Courſe, where a Horſe.- match was 
run. The Roman Camp is but a (mall Part of 


the Hill, about a Mile North of Dantry. And 


this Mr. Morton allows to be Roman. Who 
were the Makers of the Out- lines, whether Bre. 
tons, Saxons or Danes, I leave to others: Only 
I cant come into SJrevechins's Scheme, to ac- 
count for them by Roman 8 

The Way from Bennones hither, I make thro' 
the Pariſh of Cheſtarton, leaving Southom and 
the Shygboroughs on the Left, which going on a 
Mile North of Dantry, will make the Seventeen 
Miles. I carry it that Way, becauſe ſo far it keeps 
Company with the other, leading by Tripontinm 
to Iſanavatia, which 1 ſhall ſhew in its Place; 
and becauſe there is a fortified Place in this Pa- 
riſh, which I ſuppoſe to have been a Manſe for 
Travellers, both from Bennavenna and Tripon- 
tium to Bennones, and for thoſe that paſſed by 
the Foſſe from Rate to (Corinium) Cirenceſter. 


Here allo, I preſume, were Poſts, or Couriers, 


and freſh Horſes laid for every Occaſion upon 
the ſeveral Roads. This was an early Point of 
their Policy. Angu/us doubled the Poſts through 
the whole Empire, which were continued, or 
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52 | 
improved in ſucceeding Ages: That they had 
from every Quarter of their 'Oi2&4r, Orders and 
Intclligence in perpetual Motion. 

Mr. Camden mentioning the Barons Latimer, 
at Wardon hereabouts, brings me into a Thing, 
the Subject of which, as well as the Thowghs 
will, perhaps, be reckoned out of the Way; 
unleſs it will paſs as a Mel i. mans Whet, when he 
is half up a Hill, and turns to look about him. 
He firſt ſpeaks of them at een. Cale in 
Sherop ſbire. « Below this Caſtle, Mrenoc, the 
« Son of Meuric, held certain Lands, by the 
« Service of being Latimer between the Engliſh 
« and the We, that is, an Interpreter. This 1 
ce have remarked from an old Inquiſition, for 
ge the better underſtanding of the Word Latimer, 
which few are acquainted with, tho it is 4 
Name very famous in this Kingdom.” 

The Name ſeems to me (ſince Mr Camden 
takes it from the Office) to be no more than 
Latiner ; as the Latin was the intermediate Lan- 
guage, into which both the other were conſtrued. 
This will not be ſurprizing if we conſider how 
at this Day the Writs, directed in the Biſhop of 
Elys Name, muſt be, Reverendus in Chriſpo Pa- 
ter. So exact are we in following an Hereditary 
Miſtake, that the Lawyers will not yet admit 
Chriſto for the true Reading. 

Our next Stage is Lattorodum, from Benna- 
venna twelve Miles. The Name is allowed to 
be deriyed from a Paſſage over the Water. And 
ſome where hereabouts rhe Ou muſt be paſled. 
But a Camp there could neither be at Stony- 
Srral ford, on the Buckinghamſoire Side, n — 01 


* 


ca 


Fork 


Old Stratford, on the Northamptonſhire Side of 
the Stream, from the Unfitnels of the Ground, 

as I have already obſerved : Yet a Place for En- 
campment muſt be found in the Neighbourhood. 
And this only can be at Calverton, halt a Mile 
South of Stony Strat ford, on the Buc king bam- 
ſhire Side. There is a riſing Ground between 
Calvuerton Church and the Owze, extending it- 
ſelf to the preſent Road, that leads from Stony- 
Stratford to Buckingham. This Road having 
croſſed a Brook, goes up the Hill about the Place 
where I ſuppoſe the Fortification of the Camp to 
have been. The Ground is dry and pleaſant, to 
the South and South-Eaſt Sun, according to their 
uſual Choice, The only remarkable Remainder 
of what it was, is to be ſeen on the South Side; 
I mean the old Military Way leading from Cal- 
verton up the Hill, and pointing to the River 
againſt Paſham or Paſſenham, which Mr. Camden 
believes was named from the Paſſage of the Owze. 
Cloſe to this Way is a Spot of Ground, not like 
the Fortification of a Camp, but rather of a great 
Houſe : So that whatever it was in the Roman 
Times, ſome Body has ſince built upon it. There 
is a Brook which ſeems to have been the Defence 
on the Eaſt, as the preſent Buckingham Road on 
Croſs-hill, might be on the North. The Plough 
may have eraſed all the reſt. O44 Stratford may 
have been continued to this Paſſage anciently; 
and by Degrees got nearer to the preſent Scite for 
the ſake of the Bridge. It's probable, however, 
that the Name, and the Uſe of Stratford, aroſe 
upon the new erecting the Dunſtable Highway. 

If we look a little farther upon this new Way, 
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we find Fenny Stratford, a new Collection of 
Houſes for a Road Trade, which has not been 
ancient: For the greateſt Part of it is in Blechley 
Pariſh, the reſt in  Sympſon; cach Pariſh Church 
above a Mile from the Place. There was once 
a Chapel here, for the Uſe of the Inhabi- 
tants, under Blechley, which ran to decay; and 


lately a new and very handſome Structure, by 


fome Contribution of the People, and the Mu- 
nificence of Brown Willis, Eſq; Lord of the Ma- 
Nor, and Patron of the Living. 


The Military Way then muſt go from Benna- 


_ wenna through Touceter, at the Ford between 


Paſham and Catverton. From which Ford alſo 


runs the other Military Way to Iſanavatia, which 


for the preſent we leave; and go through the Vill 


of Calverton, and the Eaſt Part of Stony-Strat- 
ford to Newport-pagnel ; thence by Bedford and 
Gerford to Sandy in Bedfordſhire, Magiovinium. 
From Sandy, croſs the Ford again, through Hill. 


Lane, and Southill Fields, to Shefford. Here 


is another Ford from whence the Road, leaving 


Chickſands Abbey on the Right, goes ſtrait thro- 


Kaynoe Lane to Silſoe, thence to Barton, and up 
the Hill to Ravensborough in Hertfordſpire, Du- 


rocobrive ; thence over Luton Downs, where it 


croſſes the Ikening-ſtreet, through Luton and Har- 
ren to Verulam ; thence to Sullmiaca, Brockley- 
Hills, and to Londinium, on the Surrey Side the 


Thames : Of theſe laſt I ſay no more, becauſe I 


have done it fully in the former Part. 

One Thing, not mention'd in the former, is 
worth obſerving, the Fortification of the Caſtle 
of Kaynoe, upon the Military Way between Ma- 

giovinium 
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giovinium and Deine; It is on the Lands 
of the Duke of Kent, in the Pariſh of Clophill 
in Bedfordſhire, and hath had a great Command. 
Ampthill, according to Dr. Holland, was a 
Branch of it; and Ampthill Mr. ( amden makes 
a Gift of Edward the Fourth, to Edmond Grey 
Lord of Ruthyn, being forfeited by Sir Jahn 
Cornwall, Baron of Fanhope, who had erected a 
noble Houſe there out of his French Spoils, and 
loſt it for taking part with the Houſe of Lan. 
caſter. 

We read of Forts built by Oftorius and Agricola, 
which J believe were either in their Towns or on 
their Camps, or on the Sea. Coaſt. If there were 
any built to ſecure a Paſs, or Highway, I ſhould 
take this of Kaynoe to be one, becauſe it lies 
upon the Military Way, where there are no Veſtigia 
of a Town, and becauſe the Fort here is exaQly 
after the Model of that at Brink/ow in Warwick. 
ſpire, which was a Station. That ſtands upon 
the higheſt Ground of a Camp, with the Keep 
or Citadel, upon an Eminence ſteep by Nature, 

ſo as not to be aſſaulted from that Side: This of 
Kaynoe has the Keep ſtanding juſt above Moory 
Rotten Ground, ſecure againſt an Attack alſo 
from that Side. There are, at both theſe Places, 
without the great Ditch of the Keep, three other 
Retrenchments towards the South, with a deep 
Ditch without every one of theſe Retrenchments, 
in a Semicircular Form, the Innermoſt raiſed 
higher than the Second, and the Second than the 
Third: Theſe Three at Kaynoe ſcem to take up, 
Foſſe and all, about eight Acres; thole at Grime- 
tow ſix: All theſe tour Ditches at Brank/ow end 

in 
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in one, which is drawn round the Keep : At 


Kaynoe all the Four meet in a Point, at each 


Side the Keep, and there end in the Moor, which 


on the North ſide, is of itſelf a Defence. When 
this was built, I have no Opportunity of know- 


ing : That of Brink/ow muſt, if not in the Roman 


Times, be at leaſt elder than the Conqueſt, be- 
cauſe Sir William Dugdale has traced as high as 
that, and found no mention of its Original in 
Records, or other Authorities: Its ſtanding too 
upon the Foſſe gives Countenance to the Opinion 
that it's Roman, as well as the Situation of the 
lower Part of the Camp, which was not fecure 
enough without it, | 


Itter Sextum, 
A Londinio Lindum. 


Verulamio — —— M. P. 21 
Darocobriob — 12 
Magiovinio — — — 12 
Lactorodo — 16 
Jſanavatia— — 12 
Tripontio 12 
Benon is — O9 
Ratis ———— 12 
Verometo ———— — 15 
Margiduno . — 13 
A Pontem — —— 07 
Cerococolanaꝛꝛ⁊xq⁊wͥͤꝛ¼ͥm. — 07 
Lindo — c 


From Londinium 1 come to Lactorodum, Cal- 
verton in Buckinghamſhire, by the Way that l 
went. Paſſing the River Owze, againſt Paſham, 
10 
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1 go through Buckingham to Alcheſter in Oxford. 


ire, twelve Miles: This muſt be derived from 
Old Cheſter. Adjoining to it is Cheſterton, to 


Which perhaps there was antiently a Continuation 


of the Buildings: As to Etymology, I muſt leave 
it. No Foreign Helps are to be had, every Body's 


Pains having been beſtow d to make it the ſame 


with Benna venna, and that by forced and unnatural 
Conjectures. More might have been expected to 
ſupport the Reputation of the Itinerary, which is 
every. Man's Rule, and yet every Man takes the 


Liberty to correct it: From Lactorodum to Ben- 


nones, this Road makes Thirty-three Miles; the 
other by Bennavenna, but Twenty. nine, and yet 
the intermediate Station muſt be the ſame! 
Mr. Camden has taught us to look for a Sta- 
tion here, which might long ſince have been 
found, if we had not been puzzled with pre- 


carious Names for the Roman Ways, not given 


by the Saxons, but invented by later Projectors, to 


which every thing muſt be adjuſted. From hence 


runs a correſponding Road to Cirenceſter, and per- 
haps to other Places. If theſe had never been 


named at all, but from the Towns to which they 


lead, as is the Engliſß Faſhion, we had been 
free from Prejudice, and had a: better Chance for 


Truth. Thoſe that are direct, as the Foſſe, Er- 
mine, and Tkening, rather help than hinder our 


| Diſcoveries, and thoſe which go by the common 


Name. of Portway give ſome uſeful Light: But 


when we come to give Specific Appellations to 


Croſs and Vicinal Branches, we drop our Enqui- 
ries becauſe we can't make the Stations corre- 
I {pond 
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ſpond with theſe 3 when perhaps theſe Names at 
laſt relate to nothing but the Straight, the Broad, 
or the Stony Road, 

A Square Entrenchment is yet viſible in Wen. 
dlebury Field, which was the Scite of the Town. 
Remains of Building are found hereabouts: Stones 
are turned out frequently when the Plough ſtrikes 
upon them; yet this is a low defenſeleſs Place, 
and nothing can be ſaid for the Choice of it but 
this, That it was pitched upon as lying well for 
a Communication with their Garriſons, and was 
erected into a Station when the Iſland was alto- 
gether in the Roman Power, and there was no 
Fear of a Surprize from the Natives; and poſſi- 
bly the Works about it were contrived to keep 
out a Force by ſubſtantial Yallum and Faſſe, as 
the Tradition of the Inhabitants hints, who ſay, 
at every Corner of the Place was a Tower of 
great Strength: Some {mall Works have been 
Within the Lines, called ſtill Caſtle- Hills. Coins 
are found here frequently enough to ſhew the Bri. 
tons had a Town here after the Romans went off. 

From hence a Road leads through Baxbury to 
Tripontium, Twelve Miles, as I conceive Edge- Hill. 
We muſt not paſs Banbury without obſerving, 
that it has been reputed Roman, and by ſome 
Branavis. 1 fee nothing but what bears Date 
ſince the Norman Conqueſt, except the Military 
Way, which does no hurt to our Scheme, but 
carries us to Edpe-Hill. Coins have indeed been 
found here, which confirm the Neighbourhood 
of the Romans; but, I think, no more. 


This 
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This Name of Tripontium has been differently 


written: Mr. Camden would have it from three. 


Bridges at Towceſter, none of which Streams de 
ſerved any Bridge: nor do I find the Romans 
dealt in them, but ferried where they could not 
ford: Some are for writing it Tyipotium, forme 
Triputtum : The laſt is countenanc'd by the In- 
ſcription Dr. Gaze has quoted out of Gruter, where 
the Word is Triputien. Since we have nothing 
certain, I will venture to gueſs that the Difference 
has happened from writing out of a Greek Copy : 
Such there were for the Uſe of the Eaſtern Part 
of the Empire; out of one of which the Monk 
of Ravenna is thought to have taken what he hath 
left us of the Ifland of Britain: His Names of 
Places, and particularly their Terminations, are 
Greek ; as Juliocenon, Stodoton, Alitacenon, Ca- 


taractonion, Stene, and many others. 


Suppoſing this to have been Tpiz6uliy or Tei- 
r, the v being miſtaken for y, Makes Tri- 
pontium, or the o being dropt, brings I to Tipu- 
tium, which will, by degrees, lead us to Tp:imss. 
If we look then at the {light Occaſions upon which 
the Romans ſometimes named a Station, as Ad An- 


ſam, we may farther gueſs, that the Thought of a 


ITripos gave riſe to this: This Camp, of about 
Sixty Acres on the Point of the Hill, overlooking 
the Vale of the Red-ZTorſe, of a ſquare Form, 
but much rounded at the Corners, makes a Sort 
of Triangle with Bennones and Bennavena, 
which puts one in Mind of a Trzpes : Farther, if 
this will be allow'd, it is more eminently a Tripos 
ſtill, becauſe it makes, if we pleaſe, two Trian- 
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gles more; one with Bennavenna, and Lactoro- 
dum, and one with Lactorodum, and Iſanavatia. 
From hence we go down the Hill through 
Kineton to Bennones, Warwick, Nine Miles : Into 
this direct Road about Cheſterton, having croſſed 
the Foſſe, that from Bennavenna falls, and they | 
make but one to Warwrck. | 
In the Field we paſs through from Edpe- Hil 
to Kineton ; half a Mile to the Left, are the 
Graves of thoſe ſlain in the Fight between the 
King and the Parliament; for upon that Green 
Spot the Heat of the Action was: The ancient 
Account of Five or Six Thouſand having fallen 
in that Battle, is thus long after contradicted, and 
brought to about Twelve or Thirteen Hundred: 
It is ſtill the Tradition of Kineton, propagated pro- 
bably by the Induſtry of Mr. F:/per, who was ap- 
pointed by the Earl of Ef/ex to take an Account 
of the Slain, that no more than Thirteen Hun- 
dred were Buried If one urge, that tis impoſſible 
y ſhould be capable of ſuch a groſs 
Miſtake, he is anſwered, That they look'd only 
at their Muſter Rolls, and ſo many Thouſands 
might be miſſing who ran away, and were there- 
fore reputed dead; whereas Baker's Chronicle 
makes near Six Thouſand; and my Lord Claren- 
don as many ; at the ſame Time telling us, That 
the Dead were numbred by the Miniſters, and 


others ewploy'd in their Burial. 


Neither was the Earl Maſter of the Field : He 
might poſſibly get ſuch a pretended Liſt from 
Mr. F:ſher, to keep up the Heart of the London 
*Prentices, who might be frighted from recruit- 

ing 
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ing the Army, if they knew what warm Work 


there had been: A Purpoſe might then be ſerved 


by it, but I can't ſee the Intereſt of doing it now. 
From Bennones our Order carries us to Ratis, 
twelve Miles; this I make Brimklow upon the 
Foſſe : 1 may at firſt ſeem liable to an Objection, 
that Brinklom wants three Miles of the Number; 
and ſo it does: But if we take with us the Roman 
Practice of a little &xTpory, rather than ſtrike out 
a Road on purpoſe, we ſhall make no Difficulty 
of keeping the Way from Warwick to Edgehill 
for three Miles, and going the other Nine upon 


the Foſſe. 


This Station is known by the Name of Rate; 
in Prolomy Pda, which perhaps ſignifies its 


Strength: In Anonymus Ravennas tis Rate Co- 


rion, in the Vatican, Ratæ Coratinorum; it ſhould 
be rather Ratæ Coriniorum, and then would be 


expreſſed its Situation upon the He, leading to 
Corinium, Cirenceſter : We find the {kening lead- 
ing as far, without a Station, that we know of. 


This Brink/ow has a Camp of about Twenty-five 
Acres, in an oblong Form; the Northern Part 


of it is high, juſt above a great Declivity : There 


has bcen a Fort upon that Point, of antienter 


Date than the Norman Conqueſt, as Sir William 


Dugdale teſtifies, having looked for it in all Re- 
cords, and other Evidences ſince that Time, and 
found it muſt be higher : The Keep of the Fort 
ſtands upon the Brink, which is ſuppoſed to have 
given the preſent Name, Low being an old 
Word for Hill. This once was the Hundred- 
Town, tho' now in Knizhtlow. Brinklow, as 
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a Hundred, paid in the Twenty-firſt of Henry II. 
for a Murther ; again, in the 24th, and again in 
the Fifth of King ohn. In Edward the IIId's 
Time, a Court was held here, belonging to the 
King's Juriſdiction, and called Leta de Brinklow, 
and Five and Forty Towns and Villages are re- 
cited in the Hiſtory of Warwzkfhire under it. 
The Camp is extended by the Side of the Foſſe : 
Its upper Point, as that of Kaynoe, has three Re- 
trenchments without the Ditch of the Keep, all 
drawn into one at the Sides, and determining 
in the Ditch of the Keep, or Citadel. The 
Ground that theſe Retrenchments take up, Ditches 
and all, may be Six Acres, in a Semicircular Form 
towards the South: Hence a correſponding Way 
leads to Pennocrucium, through Auſiy (Heanſtige) 
falling into the other, from Bennones to the ſame, 
about Nun Eaton, and they go up Hart. Hill 
together, leaving the Ridge on the Right: Ano- 
ther goes from Rate, chrongh Rugby, to Ben- 
novenna. 

From Rats we go Twelve Miles to Verome- 
tum, or rather Vernometum, Leiceſter, Four to 
High-Croſs, and Eight beyond. High Croſs there. 
Hee, if it had more to ſhew than the Foſſe, muſt 
fall out with the Itinerary, io be a Station: There 
has been a Vernometum produced in Gartre-Hun- 
dred, at Borongh, but that muſt be off the Mili- 
tary Way, and, tho probably a Roman Camp, has 
no Right to come in for a Station ; for we find 
none, but upon the 1% % hercabouts: Nor would 
it ever have been taken for one, but that there 
was a ſupernumerary Station upon our Hands, 

FE which 
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which reſtored to Warwick, as its Due, ſets every 
Thing upon a right Bottom. 

How much better the Etymology and Deſerip- 
tion of Vernometum agrees with Leiceſter than 
Borough, 1 may leave to the Reader, eſpecially if 
the great Mr. Camden be regarded. One may 
« conjecture (faith he on Borough. Hill) from 
ce the Name, that ſome great Temple of the Hea- 
ce then Gods hath formerly ſtood in this Place: 
<« For in the ancient Language of the Gauls, 
« which was the ſame with that of the Britons, 
e Hernometum ſignifies a great and ſpacious Tem- 
« ple, as YVenantius Fortunatus plainly tells us of 


ce Pernometum, a Town in France, in theſe Verſes 
ce of his Firſt Book of Poems. 


* 


Nomine Vernometum voluit vocitare vetuſtas 
Quod quaſi Fanum ingens Gallica lingua ſonat. 


As to Remains of a Britz/h Temple at Leiceſter, 
we may content ourſelves without ſeeing, when 
even the Religious Houſes, ſo Majeſtick, and ex- 
preſſive of the Piety of a later Age, are no more 
to be ſeen, but Ipſæ periere Ruin. 


Yet ſome Traces of this Britiſsg Temple may 


be found in the Place, called Hobh.- Bones, where 
the Bones of Oxen ſacrified have been frequently 
upon digging turned up. Theſe muſt have been 


brought hither for Sacrifice, and nothing elſe. 


Where we find the Name of a Temple, and the 
Reliques of their Worſhip, ſo apparently together, 
we have all the Evidence the e of the Thing 
admits. 

From 
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From hence 1 would keep the Track of the 
TFofe to Margidunum, Willoughby, upon the Con- 
fines of Leiceſter and Nottinghamſbires, and keep 
Company with thoſe that- make Bridgeford, Ad 
Pontem, and Brough Crococolana, which carries 
us to Lincoln, Lindum Colonia. 

Ahe Foſſe has ever paſſed for a direct Cut, ſo di- 

rect that it was not broke in upon even to lead to 
the Præſidium. By its Direction alone ſo many 
Stations ha ve been raiſed out of the Duſt, that it 
will not be reckon d a Crime to ſtrike off the only 
Deformity it was chargeable with (Vernometum 

off the Way, and out of the Line) and to reduce 
it to its Original Beauty. 

The Attempt to make Warwick the Centre of 
the Roman Power; the Head indeed of the Iſland, 
from whence Senſe and Motion were: diffuſed 
through every Part, is fo agrecable to the Roman 
Genius, ſo well ſupported by Hiſtory, and con- 
firmed by Remains, that I am in hopes of ſeeing 
it better illuſtrated by ſome Hand equal to the 
Work ; and if mine will ſerve but as a Scaffold 
for a better contrived and more uniform Build- 
ing, I have no Inclination to darken Truth, but 
will be the firſt to pull it down. 

May it only be conſiderd, There is yet no 
Scheme worthy a Roman Architect, no 2225 
Capital in the Heart of their Gat e 
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